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members who brought everything together on the day

H of the ball. Evelyn Brimble gathered her crew;

0 1 husband included, and set the scene for such a
#E %N&# wonderful evening. Thanks so much Evelyn and
# (( thank your whole crew, for I'm sure that | would have

missed someone important and that would have
really put me in hot water. Roger Hamm, our
speaker for the evening, could not stop talking about
what a wonderful group, and how thankful he was for
having the opportunity to be the guest speaker. The
gift he said could not have been more appropriate, as
each of the men who raised the flag on Ilwo Jima,
Roger knew by name, and had met three in person.

The year is coming to a close, but the best is yet to come.
November 10" gave us the 232" annual Marine Corps
Ball, and wow what a successful evening. The cuisine
was just out of this world, and again Justine did a
fabulous job. None of it, however; would have been so
wonderful if it had not been for our fabulous committee

The December Staff meeting is set to take place at

————————————— Casey’s on the 27" of December, red blazers and tie
are the uniform for the dinner. | will announce the
menu during our regular meeting on December 3"
Acting Commandant & Sr. Vice Report and at our Staff Meeting on the 27" of this month.
Acting Commandant & Sr. Vice Report (cont'd) Ever_y(_)ne should select_those individuals that will be
receiving awards for this year’'s hard work, need to
Junior Vice Report get those names and the award choices to me before
the December 3" meeting, so that we may make up
HVAC, Officers & Committee Chairmen, VA Numbers the award plaques well in advance of the January
meeting. December is our last meeting in which we
Personal Information Document will choose our Officers for next year. It is a critical
meeting in which we will be selecting those who will
Looking Ahead be leading this Detachment for the next year. They
will have a big job in meeting the successes we have
Birthday Ball Photos achieved this year, so it will be important to be a part
of the election process that ensures our
Scuttlebutt Boosters, This Month, Sick Call, Birthdays Detachment’s legacy.
Minutes Everyone at that meeting should bring an unwrapped

toy as the fee for our Christmas Dinner meeting that

continued on page 2



continued from page 1

will take place this year right after the close of our
formal meeting. We will be starting the meeting at
1830 instead of 1930 in order to give ourselves room
for the festivities after the meeting. Once again, we
can look forward to Justine’s wonderful spread, so be
sure to come prepared to enjoy the festivities and
camaraderie that will take place after the meeting.

| believe that we are beginning to focus upon the
important duties of our League, and hopefully we will
learn to work together as a united and dedicated
group whose only agenda is to do the work of the
League. Dissention within our detachment needs to
be eliminated, and charity, camaraderie, support and
community service needs to be our focus. We have
a great membership from all walks of life, with a
common core of values we learned in the service of
our country. Let us not step away from the
responsibility of working in concert with all our
members for the benefit and Good of the League in
our community. That must be the agenda for all of
us, and those who serve as Officers and Directors
must be serving all our members as equals. There
are no ranks among our membership, only the
willingness to serve as community members who are
focused upon doing good works for all veterans and
those less fortunate. In spite of all that has happened
this year to distract from our goals, you all succeeded
in getting on with our work, and doing so better then
we ever have in the past. For that, | must say
Hoorah to you all for being there when we needed
you.

I wish everyone a very happy and joyous
Thanksgiving, and may the many blessings that we
have received over the years continue to motivate us
to assist the less fortunate.

Semper Fi and God Bless you all,

Acting Commandant
Smedley D. Butler Det. 741
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Participating members conducted our 20th Wagon
Sale on Friday, Nov 16th (I was not prompt enough in
scheduling this location. We would have preferred
Saturday the 17th ). Despite the bitterly cold, windy
weather and less shoppers than expected, we still
achieved ticket sale/donation results only slightly less
than our average for the year. Notably, donations
amounted to 83% of total receipts! George Boyajian
and a few others have long said that shoppers
respond on the basis of who we are and what we do,
not because of the object (wagon, cash, etc ) for
which we are selling chances.

| erred in publishing our Wagon Sale Schedule in
past Scuttlebutts. Our final Sales dates and locations
are:
November 24: Wal-Mart at Boothwyn;
December 1: Wal-Mart at Eddystone.

Our Birthday Ball Program Ad Campaign was quite
successful. The Program Book contained 116 pages
with subscribers ordering 126 ads including 27 new
or upgraded ads. We are very grateful for the
generosity of those subscribers and members who
placed renewal ads and thank those who are
newcomers to our book. Only seven ads remain
unpaid.

The success of our Campaign was achieved as a
result of the sales solicitation and collection efforts of
Dave and Evelyn Brimble, Chris Bush, Earle Drake,
Tony Fusto, Harry Kaufman, Tom Kerrigan, Jerry
Leon, Steve Neri and Bob Spano.

We are also grateful to Carol and Jeff Audet at
Chapel Printing for their professional advice and
counsel, creative touch and prompt publishing of our
Program Book. | want to also thank Jim Alleva and
other helpful members for their advice and counsel in
how to conduct the campaign and construct the
program book. Finally, I'm most appreciative of
Barbara Sides' work in editing the book; substantial
improvement was achieved as a result of her efforts.
| apologize for any errors and omissions in the final
product; they fall exclusively on me!

Respectively Submitted,

Junior Vice Commandant




HVAC UPDATE 03: The House Veterans' Affairs
Committee held a hearing on several bills designed to
increase benefits and services for veterans. The
following bills were considered:

« HR. 3047, The Veterans Claims Processing
Innovation Act, authorizes changes to increase
effectiveness of the VA claims filing system and
establish a work credit system within VBA regional
offices. It also calls on VA to enter into a contract for
evaluating employees of VBA.

* HR 3249, The Veterans Burial Benefits Improvement
Act would increase burial benefits to the IB
recommended levels - non-service connected burial
expenses from $300 to $1,270 and plot allowance from
$300 to $745.

* HR 3286 would reduce the period of time from ten
years to one year for which a veteran must be totally
disabled before the veteran's survivors are eligible for
the benefits provided by VA.

« HR 3415 authorizes memorial markers in national
cemeteries for those interred in an American Battle
Monument Commission cemetery.

« HR 1137 increases the Medal of Honor special
pension from $1,000 to $2,000.

* HR 4084 requires a study on VA's disability ratings
schedule with regard to recent commission reports that
called for a quality of life payment. It also allows
transfer of a pending claim in the event of the death of
the veteran to the claimants' survivor and requires an
annual report on the workload of the US Court of
Appeals for Veteran's Claims.

* HR 3954, Providing Military Honors for our Nation's
Heroes Act, would reimburse volunteers who provide
funeral honors detail.

For more information on any of the bills visit the
Thomas website and type the bill # in the box at:
http://thomas.loc.gov/ [Source: VFW Washington
Weekly 9 Nov 07 ++]

COLA WATCH: As of now it looks like a 2.8%
increase.

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Officers

Acting Commandant Jerry Leon

Sr. Vice Commandant Jerry Leon

Jr. Vice Commandant Jack McLeod
Adjutant Jack Kelly
Paymaster Bob Spano
Judge Advocate Dan Luty
Sergeant-At-Arms James D. Ross
Chaplain Christopher Bush
Service Officer Connie McGinley
Director Paul Donohue
Director Dave Brimble
Director Stan Short

Jr. Past Commandant Tom Tanner
Jr. Past State Commandant Tom Tanner

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment
Committee Chairmen

Adopt-A-Highway: Dave Brimble
Americanism: Bob Matthews, Jack McLeod
Auxiliary Liaison: Tony Fusto

Awards: Jim Alleva

Ceremonies & Honor Guard: Ben Sides
Ceremonies Assistant: John J. V. Cook
Color Guard: Jim Alleva

Flag Collection - Barry Reese

Historian: Ben Sides

Home Association & Meetings: Tom Kerrigan
Supply-Uniform: Paul Ferguson
Membership: Jerry Leon

Newsletter (Scuttlebutt): Sandi Mauer
Newtown Twp Vets Park: Stan Short
Property: Dave Brimble

Scholarships: Wayne Williams

Scouting: John Gingras

Toys-For-Tots: Dan Luty

VAVS: Robert Matthews

Young Marines Chairman: Bob Stanton

.................................................................................

General & Healthcare Benefits

i VA Hotline 800-827-1000
i Veterans’ Healthcare 800-222-8387
i Education 888-442-4511

: Grave Markers 800-697-6947
: Life Insurance 800-669-8477

! Website WWW.va.gov
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In order to fill out the personnel record form, please choose one of the first two statements and put in your name
for either you do, or you don't wish the detachment to maintain your records. After you have made a choice,
please sign the paper under | do or | DO NOT, whichever is appropriate and turn it in to the Senior Vice.

Personal Information Document for Smedley D. Butler Detachment 741

In accordance with Nationals request to abide by the U. S. Privacy Act, each member must
check off his or her desired position with regard to our retaining ones military personnel
records. Please print your full name, and sign your name and date in the appropriate line below
that fits your choice.

I , do hereby authorize the Smedley D. Butler Detachment
741 to retain my military membership records.

I , DO NOT authorize the Smedley D. Butler Detachment
741 to retain my military membership records, and | request that they be returned to me
directly.

Whichever choice one makes, you will need to fill in your full name and sign and date on the
line below.

New member credential check. This only applies to new members

____...DD214 inspected.
_____...DD215 inspected
_____...Military ID inspected
Witnesses of two officers.

Title Title
| do, , Date
| DO NOT, , Date

Official document provided by the Senior Vice Commandant,
Smedley D. Butler Detachment 741.

Jeremy P. Leon
Senior Vice Commandant
June 1, 2007
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1 Wagon Sales — Eddystone — Last One — Great
Job!!!

3 General Meeting — Christmas Party — Knights
— 1830 - BRING a TOY!

3 Detachment Elections-MOY

5 Naturalization Ceremony-Media-1900

5 Hanukah

7 Pearl Harbor-66" Ann. 105 Ship Det. Marines
Killed

10 VAMC Coatesville- Bingo Party-Meet-Knights-
1800

19 AL #805 Christmas Party-Springfield CC-
1800-$25.00, RSVP by 12-09, Cmdr Dennis
Morsa 610-353-8168

22 First day of winter

25 Christmas

27 Staff Dinner — Casey’s — 1830
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OTHER VETERANS' & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’
MEETING SCHEDULES

Regular Events

AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post #118, 211 N. Morton
Ave., Morton, PA 19070. Meetings the first Wednesday
of every month at 2000.

American Legion: Broomall Post  #805,
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA. Meetings the
second Wednesday of every month, at 1930.

American Legion Nunan-SlookPost #338, Meets the
second Tuesday at 7:30 PM of every month at the
corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenue’s, Havertown,
PA.

Upper Darby Detachment #884 MCL, 3" Tuesday of
the month at 2000, 1026 Providence Rd. Secane, Pa.
19018

Disabled American Veterans, Delaware County
Chapter 113, meets the second Monday of the month
at 7:30PM. Meetings are held at the Nunan-Slook
American Legion Post #338. The Post is located at the
corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenues in Havertown,
PA.
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Vietham Veterans of America, Chapter 67,
AmVets, Harold P. Saks Post #118 211 N.
Morton Ave. in Morton, PA meeting is 2nd
Tuesday at 7:30 PM - no meetings July or
August.

Delaware County Detachment, Third Sunday of
the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, $5.00/person.
Delaware County Detachment at detachment
home, Upland, PA. Every Month except: June-
July-August.

M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound #19,
Pack of Penna., Growls (meetings) are the
second Wednesday of the month at 1930. Growls
are held at the Herbert W. Best Post # 928, VFW.
Located at MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue,
Folsom, PA.

Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post
#7390, Meetings the second Thursday of the
month at 1930. Meetings are held at the Marple
Twp. Municipal Building., Sproul & Springfield
Roads, Broomall, PA.

Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council
#4129, 327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown
Square, PA. Meetings the first Thursday of the
month at 2000.
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Marine Corps Ball Set-Up Crew: John Cook, Joe Hudson,
Bob Bunce, Bill Nolan, Craig Allen, Dorothy Allen,
Jack McLeod, Helen Cook and Betty Bunce.
Kneeling: Sissy Hudson, Evelyn Brimble,

Barb Sides.

Marine Corps Ball Set-up Crew member, Dave Brimble,
ready for action...hammer in hand.
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Walt Tallmadge Passing cake to Phil Baglivo, Jr. in the Cake
Ceremony at the MCL Ball. Looking on are the guest speaker

Roger Hamm and his wife Bonnie.
Two Young Marines also assisted in the ceremony.




9 0 : [ ) 0 : I ——

Sick CALL
Help support our Anthony DelGrippo
newsletter and Stan Short
become a Bob Bunce
member of the Nancy Patrucci

Booster Club!
Please remember to notify Chaplain Chris Bush
Any monetary contribution helps offset the cost of (610-353-5569) of an iliness, or of a member or family
publication and mailing. member passing away.

We wish to thank our current boosters. With their
assistance, we are able to continue our award-
winning newsletter!
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Joe Direso, Joyce & Richard Guyer, Vincent
Mangelli, Marple Memorial Post #805, Connie
McGinley, Jack McLeod, Pat & Joe Mensack,
Jerry Powlus, Barbara & Ben Sides, Florence &
Bob Spano

Thank you boosters!

Paymaster

If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt”
Booster, please see Bob Spano.

Birthday Greetings

This Month In History for December

The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the following
31-1970 Vietnam-Operation Imperial Lake- In members who are celebrating a birthday this month:
this ongoing campaign, the 1% Marine

Div. 22 dead with 158 wounded while

killing 196 of the enemy. John Artz
08-1950 The first Marine Div. continues its push Joseph Daly
south, with the lead elements fighting Alvin Gentzler
their way out of Koto-ri. Joseph Hudson
01-1775 The Continental Marines form their first Anthony Nastri
unit, for service on board the brig Stephen Neri
Cabot William Nolan
28-1814 New Orleans- Marines with Andrew John Schaffhauser

Walter Scott
Joseph Sestak

Jackson help repel a British probing
attack against the defensive works
along the Rodriguez canal below New
Orleans

08-1861 Georgia- Marines and sailors from
sloop Savannah occupy Tybee Island
off Savannah

Happy Birthday...and many, many more!

If your birthday was omitted,
please contact Adjutant Jack Kelly.
We apologize for any omissions.




General Smedley D. Butler Detachment #741
Marine Corps League
General Meeting Minutes
5 November 2007

Commandant: Acting Commandant Jerry Leon opened the
meeting at 1930. The normal opening ceremonies were
conducted. Officers who were present were Acting
Commandant Jerry Leon, Jr. Vice Jack McLeod, Judge
Advocate Dan Luty, Adjutant Jack Kelly, Paymaster Bob
Spano, Chaplain Chris Bush, Sergeant-at-Arms Jim Ross,
Service Officer Connie McGinley, Director Paul Donohue,
Director Stan Short, and Jr. Past Commandant Tom Tanner.

Minutes: Walt Tallmadge made a motion to accept the
minutes of the October meeting as published in the
Scuttlebutt. Joe Mensack seconded the motion, and the
motion passed.

Officer Reports:

Paymaster: Bob Spano reviewed the Paymaster’'s report,
with financial information through 30 October 2007. One
correction was noted. Under the Income category, the cost
for a full-page ad in the program book for Town Square
Rental should be listed as $60.00, and not as $35.00. Earle
Drake made a motion to accept the Paymaster's report as
received. Bernie McGinley seconded the motion and the
motion passed.

Jr. Vice: Jack McLeod reported that 19 wagon sales events
had been conducted so far, and the financial results have
been more than anticipated, compared to budget projections.
Several new sites have been used this year, including the
most recent, the Helicopter Air Show at the Helicopter
Museum in West Chester, PA. Jack McLeod also reported
on the ad sales for the ad program book for the birthday ball.

Judge Advocate: Dan Luty reported that the recent updated
change to the Detachment’'s By-laws, regarding Special
Contributions, has been filed in the Detachment's By-laws.
Members needing a copy for their personal records should
contact Dan Luty.

Adjutant: Jack Kelly read several pieces of incoming
correspondence, including a thank you note from the family
of George VanDusen, and another from the Upper Darby
Detachment’s Auxiliary, thanking our Detachment for a
financial donation. He also reported that three organizations
had been reviewed and had been approved for donations by
the Detachment, if desired by the membership. The three
organizations are Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors
(TAPS), Warrior Weekend, and Operation First Response.

Chaplain: Chris Bush that Bob McLaughlin and Anthony
Delgrippo were both dealing with medical problems. In
addition, it was reported that Pete Patrucci's wife broke her
hip while vacationing overseas. Jim Ross lost his friend of
14 years, Joan Shanahan, in the past weekend.

Sr. Vice/Acting Commandant:  Jerry Leon provided a
combined Sr. Vice and Acting Commandant report. He
indicated that plans for the birthday ball are coming along
nicely. He also indicated that a ceremony was held recently
at the gravesite of Smedley D. Butler, with a Color Guard of
Ben Sides, Chris Bush, Al Harper, and Jerry Leon. Dan
Fitzpatrick served as bugler. As Acting Commandant, Jerry

Leon read a prepared statement in which he reviewed his
observations that the Detachment has been affected with
dissension in the Detachment, and that it has to stop now, at
this meeting. Earlier in the evening, the Officer Board had
resolved unanimously to dismiss the charges pending
against three members. Jerry Leon requested that a motion
be made from the floor to have the membership resolve to
also be in agreement with this action. Joe Mensack made
the motion, to be in agreement that all charges against the
three respondents be dropped, and J.R. Robinson seconded
the motion. Some discussion followed, and the motion
passed. John Cook read a prepared statement on his views
concerning the health of the Detachment.

Committee Reports:

Historian/Ceremonies: Ben Sides reported on Color Guard
activities, and he also reported that 244 funerals had been
serviced so far this year. The rifles that had been in the late
George Van Dusen’s possession have been turned over by
the VanDusen family. Ben Sides stated that a Color Guard
had performed without going through the proper procedures.
As a result, he made a motion to have funds to purchase a
brick at the Veterans Memorial Park rescinded. Wayne
Barner seconded the motion. Discussion followed. Steve
Neri provided information on how the Color Guard was used
at the event in question. Paul Ferguson, among others,
stated that the Detachment should not renege on its
commitment on the brick purchase. The motion was
defeated.

V.AV.S.: Bob Matthews reported that the annual parade
was held at Coatesville last Friday. Bingo games will
resume at Coatesville in December, and a Christmas party
will be held there on 7 December 2007. He also reported on
activity scheduled for early 2008. Dan Luty made a motion
for the Detachment to donate $200.00 for the V.A.V.S.
Christmas Party at Coatesville. Earle Drake seconded the
motion. Chris Bush made a motion to amend the first motion
to raise the amount to $300.00. This was agreed to by Dan
Luty. Earle Drake seconded the amended motion, and the
motion passed.

Color Guard/Honor Guard Requests: Jerry Leon indicated
that requests for the use of the Color Guard or Honor Guard
should be directed to him. He will then contact either Jim
Ross for the Color Guard or Ben Sides for the Honor Guard.
If Jerry Leon is not available, Jim Ross should be contacted,
and then Ben Sides.

Toys for Tots: Dan Luty reported that boxes should soon be
in for Toys for Tots collection. Volunteers are needed to pick
up toys at the collection points. Dan Luty made a motion for
the Detachment to donate $1,000.00 to the Toys for Tots
program. Earle Drake seconded the motion, and the motion
passed.

Unfinished Business: Lloyd Spangler reported that 13
members had visited the USS Iwo Jima recently, and they
had a wonderful time aboard ship. Four veterans of the lwo
Jima battle, Tony Delgrippo, Henry Mummah, Don Walz, and
Walt Tallmadge were among the members who attended. A
special plague was presented to the Detachment by the
officers and crew of the USS Iwo Jima.

Nomination of Officers: Past Jr. Commandant Tom Tanner

presided over the nomination of Detachment officers for
continued on page 9




Minutes continued from page 8

2008. Nominations for the following positions were accepted
by:

Commandant: None

Adjutant: Jack Kelly

Sr. Vice: None

Directors: Bernie McGinley and Paul Donohue

Jr. Vice: Jack McLeod

(One additional Director is needed)

Judge Advocate: Dan Luty

Service Officer: Connie McGinley

Paymaster: Bob Spano

Chaplain: Chris Bush

Additional nominations can be made at the December
General Meeting, and voting will take place at that meeting.
Tom Tanner stressed the need to find qualified leaders for
the positions of Commandant and Sr. Vice.

New Business: Earle Drake read a proclamation from
Governor Ed Rendell, recognizing the 232" anniversary of
the U.S. Marine Corps, and also commending the General
Smedley D. Butler Detachment of the Marine Corps League
for its service in the community.

Good of the League: Bob Spano made a motion for the
approval to pay the Detachment's portion of an invoice for
the cards that are distributed to the families of the deceased
at military funerals. The Detachment’s portion of the invoice
would be $146.83. Steve Neri seconded the motion, and the
motion passed.

Bob Spano also made separate motions to donate $1,000.00
to each of the following organizations, and each motion was
seconded:
Semper Fi Fund
Fisher House Foundation
VAMC in Philadelphia, PA
Marines Helping Marines Foundation
Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS)
Operation First Response
- Warrior Weekend.
Each one was voted on separately, and each motion passed.

Harry Kaufman made a motion to increase the line item in
the annual budget for the needy fund by $1,000. Bernie
McGinley seconded the motion, and the motion passed.
Harry Kaufman then made a motion to donate $500.00 to the
Knights of Columbus for its needy family fund. Steve Neri
seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

Stan Short indicated that the Alliance picnic has been
scheduled for the last weekend in August 2008 at the Drexel
Lodge. Stan Short made a motion to have the picnic
catered. This would relieve members and their families from
having to bring food to the picnic. Earle Drake seconded the
motion. The motion passed.

It was announced that the December General Meeting
scheduled for 3 December 2007 is the Christmas Party
meeting. Each person attending should bring an unwrapped
toy. Jerry Leon then reviewed the calendar highlights for the
month of November.

Bernie McGinley made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Harry Kaufman seconded the motion. After the normal
closing ceremonies, the meeting was adjourned at 2100.

Jack Kelly won the 50/50. 49 members signed the
logbook.

Respectfully submitted,

Jack Kelly, Adjutant

Guidelines for Submission of Articles & Photos for

inclusion in “Scuttlebutt”

*All submissions must be received by the editor no later
than the 15" of the month for the upcoming issue.

*The preferred format for written articles is a computer file
(such as MS Word, or an email). Non-computer files will be
considered and included in Scuttlebutt only if the editor is
able to transcribe the article in a timely matter for
publication.

*The preferred format for photos is digital in a high
resolution JPG file (other file formats will also be
considered). Traditional photos may be submitted as well,
and will be included only if the editor is able to scan the
photo in a timely matter for publication.

«All submissions must be the original work of the person
submitting the piece. If the submitter is not the author of the
work, the submitter should obtain permission from the
author and submit that as well. No copyrighted materials
can be used without permission from the appropriate
parties.

*The editor reserves the right to include or exclude
submissions as necessary according to these guidelines
and as space in the publication dictates.

eltems may be submitted to the editor via email to
sandi@lancasterpa.net
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Next Meeting

December 3, 2007

1830 hours

Knights of Columbus

327 N. Newtown Street Rd.
(Route 252)

Newtown Square, PA 19073

Newtown Square, PA 19073-0184




