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Our summer ended with the Detachment business as
usual. Our VAVS Chairman, Bob Matthews, and others
from the Detachment took part in the VAMC Coatesville
picnic on the eighth. We presented the Marple Twp.
Police and Fireman award (Distinguished Citizens Award)
on the tenth. It is always an honor; the guys just keep
doing a fantastic job with the wagon. The “Regulars” and
others in the Funeral Honor Detail are working hard. |
believe 220 services so far this year.
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By the time the month is over, we will have attended
the AL 805 installation banquet, POW/MIA ceremony
on the twenty-first, with Congressman Joe Sestak’s
Veterans Summit at DCCC on the twenty-fourth. It
was an honor having Al Harper, on behalf of the SE
District Commandant presenting the Detachment with
second place, (National) for the Newsletter. Hats off
to Sandi Mauer, our editor, and others who help put
our newsletter together.

Thanks all around to Jerry Leon our Sr. Vice, Stan
Short, Dave and Evelyn Brimble (Ladies Aux.
President), the guys from AL Post 805, and VFW
7390, and others, for a great picnic on the twenty-
sixth of August. The Drexel Lodge Park was a nice
place for a picnic.

Due to the loss of George VanDusen, | have
appointed Ben Sides as ceremony head, and Wayne
Barner as assistant. They both had been assisting
George for some time. It is a lot of work getting the
rifles cleaned, loaded and carried back and forth for
funerals. George left some big shoes to fill, so let us
try to give Ben and Wayne a hand. The first round of
nominations will start at the next meeting, so try to
make it. Do not forget to see Bill Nolan for Ball
reservations.

God Bless & Semper Fi,
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The year is rapidly coming to a close. Before we
know it, winter will spread its snowy white blanket
across our state, and we’ll all begin to feel the chill
that accompanies this weather. November 10™ lies
just around the corner, and we will be celebrating
once again our illustrious Corps. Remember that the
closing date for reservations with Bill Nolan will be
October 31%.

Upon this date, we will begin to vividly review the
past in which the good, the bad, and the ugly
occurred. War is hell, and we stand witness to that
that for those who have not served cannot dream of
what really goes on, on the battlefield. We remember
the victories, we remember the losses and we
remember the sweet dreams of coming home, not
always to a receptive crowd. Shame on those who
didn’t realize the cost of freedom; and how lucky they
were to have had the brave serve to preserve. And
then there are our brothers who have past after
surviving battle. We are a lucky group of men and
women who have the chance to once again serve
this country by serving those less fortunate. We are
lucky to have the fellowship of our League members,
and when we lose a brother it truly effects us all. Let
us all remember our fallen brothers from this year,
especially join in mourning George Van Dusen, a
dedicated wonderful man of honor and stature who
we can all be proud to have known and receive his
fellowship.

Our Junior Vice, Jack McLeod and his team of
workhorses are once again doing a splendid job of
raising funds to be handed out to the community.
They all deserve a great deal of credit for their
dedication and sacrifices week-end after week-end
serving the various locations we visit to collect.

Remember that the Ball is $25.00 a person and
$45.00 a couple. It's not only a bargain for an
evening of indulging in liquid refreshments, good
food, good friends, good music and above all a great
celebration of our Corps.

In closing, please remind yourselves to see me at our
next meeting in order to let me know how you wish to
handle your personal records. It is critically important
that we abide by the new privacy rules and
regulations.

Semper Fl,

Senior Vice Commandant

Officer Brandon Graeff receives the Distinguished Citizen®
Award with Medal, from Adj. Jack Kelly and Cmdt. Jim
Alleva. He was also presented with a check for the
Policemen® Scholarshio Fund.

Broomall Fire Company Firefighter Frank Barnes receives
the Distinguished Citizen® Award with medal, from Adj.
Jack Kelly and Cmdt. Jim Alleva. He was also presented
with a check for the Firemen® Scholarshio Fund.

Cmdt. Jim Alleva accepts the MCL National Newsletter
Award for Second Place (Bn) from Al Harper, Asst. to the
SE Cmdt.




Commandant’s Message
October 2007

We lost a wonderful guy when George Van Dusen
left us on 8 September. We will miss his blue
suburban coming at the last minute with the rifles for
a ceremony. We will miss his warm smile, kindness,
and never saying a bad word about anyone; a trait
that is hard to find today, something | wish | had, as
well as others. It was a wonderful six years knowing
him. | want to thank all who came to his service. The
showing of twenty-two members at the grave in
Oaklane was a great tribute to George. With
George’s passing it shows how fast things can
change in a day. If we can come together to send our
friend home, why can't we leave our personal
differences and anger aside? There is only one
winner and loser; the Detachment. However, | have
to smile, because | know he has all the patches he
ever wanted now. This takes nothing away on those
we have lost in the past; their loss also changed our
way of life.

We are on a good path so far with structure,
modifications and adjustments. The adjustments we
have made to give to the other organizations help our
troops. By the time we receive this, the POW/MIA
ceremony will be history. This war has not been
spared with its own list of those missing in action.
While waiting for a military funeral to arrive, | was
caught up in conversation with one of the funeral
directors on the issue. He stated, “How can there be
missing? With an Army like ours, how do we lose
people?” | have heard stories of bombs making a
direct hit on someone or something close by. The
jungle in Vietnam grew over everything in less than a
week. Some they say are prisoners. | think all of the
above and then some. However, one thing | am sure,
it is hell for those to have lost a loved one, but not
having closure. It has to be hard not knowing. With
DNA and other tests being performed now, it will be
easier to account for lost soldiers. POW/MIA
Recognition Day (Friday, September 21%) is
overlooked by so many, when it should be ranked
right up there with Veterans Day and Memorial Day.
As a Detachment, we must educate others of this
overlooked day!

God Bless All of You!

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Officers

Commandant Jim Alleva

Sr. Vice Commandant Jerry Leon

Jr. Vice Commandant Jack McLeod
Adjutant Jack Kelly
Paymaster Bob Spano
Judge Advocate Dan Luty
Sergeant-At-Arms James D. Ross
Chaplain Christopher Bush
Service Officer Connie McGinley
Director Paul Donohue
Director Dave Brimble
Director Stan Short

Jr. Past Commandant Tom Tanner
Jr. Past State Commandant Tom Tanner

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment
Committee Chairmen

Adopt-A-Highway: Dave Brimble
Americanism: Bob Matthews, Jack McLeod
Auxiliary Liaison: Tony Fusto

Awards: Jim Alleva

Ceremonies & Honor Guard: George Van Dusen
Ceremonies Assistant: John J. V. Cook
Color Guard: Jim Alleva

Flag Collection - Barry Reese

Historian: Ben Sides

Home Association & Meetings: Tom Kerrigan
Supply-Uniform: Paul Ferguson
Membership: Jerry Leon

Newsletter (Scuttlebutt): Sandi Mauer
Newtown Twp Vets Park: Stan Short
Property: Dave Brimble

Scholarships: Wayne Williams

Scouting: John Gingras

Toys-For-Tots: Dan Luty

VAVS: Robert Matthews

Young Marines Chairman: Bob Stanton

.................................................................................

General & Healthcare Benefits

¢ VA Hotline 800-827-1000
i Veterans’ Healthcare 800-222-8387
: Education 888-442-4511
i Grave Markers 800-697-6947
¢ Life Insurance 800-669-8477

! Website WWW.Va.qoV

. .
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Participating Members have completed 12 JTH Wagon
Sales events with outstanding results. Our results to
date, with ten sales events remaining, exceed our 2007
JTH year end objective by several hundred Dollars!

This success was capped by conducting sales at two
locations on September 15. Dennis Morsa suggested
that we conduct a sale at a local produce store in
concert with our previously scheduled Wynnewood
event. Under his leadership, this was done permitting
us to achieve above average results from the total of
both locations!

While ten JTH events remain, we are faced with some
uncertainties including:
- weather;
three Wal-Mart locations are scheduled. We
have no history upon which to guess how we
will do at these stores:
our scheduled sale at the Helicopter Air Show
has not been done in a number of years,
leaving us with some uncertainty as to
expected results. In any event, it should give us
an excellent opportunity to recruit new
members; 4000 visitors are expected,;
there have been no goofs in scheduling on our
or store management’s part; let's hope that
continues to be the case;
weather!

These results have been achieved through the creative
ideas and dedicated work by a number of our Members
who will be recognized at our next Detachment
Meeting. Through their efforts and hopefully with others
joining in, including our Young Marine Detachment, we
have the opportunity meeting our operating expenses
for the year while earning a significant sum that can be
donated to those who so dearly need our help!

Our remaining Wagon Sales dates and locations are:
9/22: PATHMARK/ KMART, Brookhaven; 9/29:
ACME/KMART, Devon; 10/06: Wal-Mart, Glenolden;
10/13: The Helicopter Air Show, West Chester; 10/20:
ACME, Narberth; 10/27, ACME, Bryn Mawr; 11/03:
ACME, West Chester; 11/17: TENTATIVE  Super
Fresh, Havertown (Manoa); 11/24: Wal-Mart,
Eddystone; 12/01: Wal-Mart, Boothwyn. Detailed
addresses and travel directions will be supplied those
persons who need them in advance of each event.

Solicitation of Ball Program Ads is progressing
reasonably well. However, much remains to be done.
We have received renewals of approximately one-third
of the ads which were placed in our 2006 Program
Book plus a few new ads.

Each year our Ball Program contains a “Boosters and

Supporters” page. The page contains the names of
individuals and spouses who have chosen to make a
donation in celebration of our event as a collective
effort with other Members and Supporters. Check
page 95 of last year's Program to see what has been
done in the past. 20 of our Members participated last
year. The cost is $10 (more if you wish!). See me at
our next Detachment Meeting or call me if you wish
to subscribe to the Ad.

Closing date for submitting and paying for our
Program Book Ads is October 1, 2007._If you feel you
cannot meet this date or need helping in doing so,
please call me soonest at 610-356-8893! In addition,
please consider contributing to the "Booster/Sponsor"
Ad of the Ball Program Book.

Respectfully submitted,

Jr. Vice Commandant

It Happened This Month
In Marine Corps History

3 October 1903- Commandants; Maj. Gen
Heywood retires; Col. George F. Elliott is promoted
to B. Gen. And becomes the 10" Commandant of
Marines

18 October 1859- Marine barracks 8" and |
dispatches a company to put down an insurrection
launched by John Brown at Harper's Ferry, West
Virginia, in what was then Virginia. Army Col.
Robert E. Lee leads the force.

15 October 1950- The 1* Marine Div. embarks for
movement to the city of Wonsan on the east coast
of North Korea.

21 October 1983- A truck bomb destroys the
building housing the Headquarters of BLT 1/8.
Marine casualties are 220 killed and 70 wounded,
with 21 other American services also dead. This is
the highest one-day death toll since WWII.
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The proposed by-law change regarding charitable
contributions has been approved by both the
general membership and by Noel Haynes, the PA
Dept. JA.
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01 General Meeting-Knights-1930

02 Meet your Judges-Marple TWP-Del Co. Court
Judges-1930

06 Wagon-Wal-Mart-Glenolden

08 Police Fireman Award-1900-Newtown SQ.
Twp-.1900

13 Wagon-Helicopter Air Show-West Chester-

19 & 20 Dept. of PA Fall Meeting- Dept Build. -Ft.
Indiantown Gap

20 Wagon-Acme-Narberth

21 Beirut Memorial Ceremony-Front & Dock-
Phila-1000 Det. Color and Honor Guard will be
featured Ceremony Lead

26 Vietham Memorial-Candlelight-Phila-Front &

Dock-1930

27 Vietham Memorial-Remembrance Ceremony-
1200

27 Wagon-Acme-Bryn Mawr

28 Vietham Memorial-Re Dedication Ceremony-
1400

30 Staff Meeting-1930-AL Post 805

31 USS IWO JIMA (LHD-7) will be stopping by at

-11/4 the Philadelphia shipyard-All Invited by CO of
Ship
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OTHER VETERANS' & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’
MEETING SCHEDULES

Regular Events

AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post #118, 211 N. Morton
Ave., Morton, PA 19070. Meetings the first Wednesday
of every month at 2000.
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Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67,
AmVets, Harold P. Saks Post #118 211 N.
Morton Ave. in Morton, PA meeting is 2nd
Tuesday at 7:30 PM - no meetings July or
August.

Delaware County Detachment, Third Sunday of
the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, $5.00/person.
Delaware County Detachment at detachment
home, Upland, PA. Every Month except: June-
July-August.

M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound #19,
Pack of Penna., Growls (meetings) are the
second Wednesday of the month at 1930. Growls
are held at the Herbert W. Best Post # 928, VFW.
Located at MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue,
Folsom, PA.

Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post
#7390, Meetings the second Thursday of the
month at 1930. Meetings are held at the Marple
Twp. Municipal Building., Sproul & Springfield
Roads, Broomall, PA.

Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council
#4129, 327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown
Square, PA. Meetings the first Thursday of the
month at 2000.
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House passes three Bills
HR 2874 Increase care for homeless and low
income Vets
HR 2623 Waive co-payment for Vets in hospice
or acute care facilities
HR 1315 Disabled Veterans living with a family
member can be eligible for adaptive housing up
to $14,000.00

There are many other changes and updates, including

American Legion:_ Broomall Post  #805, Wounded Warriors Legislation Approved, VA Cat: 8
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA. Meetings the update, AO Compensation (Non-Vietnam) Update,
second Wednesday of every month, at 1930. Prostate Problems Update, Walter Reed fixes, Where to
get help concerning AO., Eligibility for a Headstone or

American Legion Nunan-SlookPost #338, Meets the Marker , plus many others.
second Tuesday at 7:30 PM of every month at the
corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenue’s, Havertown,

PA.

The VAMC in Philadelphia had a change of command, |
hope for the better. Waiting for your RX can take up to 4
hours. Waiting to sign up for health care can take about

rd an hour. Waiting for an initial appointment can take up to
Upper Darby Detachment #884 MCL, 3" Tuesday of four months, then about the same for a referral. 1 was

the month at 2000, 1026 Providence Rd. Secane, Pa. talking with a Marine from the 14™ Marines who told me
19018 he is just being seen now since returning home over 4
months ago.

Disabled American Veterans, Delaware County
Chapter 113, meets the second Monday of the month Pleas_e feel free to contact me on any Veteran issue, or
at 7:30PM. Meetings are held at the Nunan-Slook questions.

American Legion Post #338. The Post is located at the
corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenues in Havertown,
PA.

Jim Alleva, Dept. of PA Service Officer
610-789-3755
merc4652@comcast.net




Sick CALL

George Boyajian
Henry Mummah
Bill Charlton
Tom Kerrigan
Stan Short

Please remember to notify Chaplain Chris Bush
(610.353.5569) of an iliness, or of a member or family
member passing away.

Trivia

John F. Kennedy and William Howard Taft are
the only U.S. American Presidents buried in
Arlington National Cemetery.

Martin Van Buren was the first U.S. born citizen
to become president.

Calvin Coolidge was the only president born on
the 4™ July, in 1872.

Gerald Ford was the only man to be both
president and vice-president yet never elected
to either office.

The first man defeated in a presidential election
was Thomas Jefferson. He lost to John
Adams.

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt were fifth cousins.
George Washington holds the record for the
most places named after him in the U.S.....257
townships, 121 cities, towns and villages, 33
counties and 1 state.

Presidents Grant, Taft, Hoover and Eisenhower
never held any other elective office.

Theodore Roosevelt was the youngest
president of the United States. As vice-
president, at age 42, when William McKinley
was assassinated, he became the youngest
president.

John F. Kennedy, age 43, was the youngest to
be elected president.

There have been 46 Vice-Presidents but only
14 of them became president. Only 4 sitting
Vice-Presidents have been elected to the
Presidency on their own merits and the only
one in the past century, elected on his own
merit, was George H.W. Bush in 1988.

submitted by John J.V. Cook

Greetings from the
Delaware County
Young Marines!

Now that summer is ended, the Young Marines
are gearing up for what looks to be very busy fall.
Recently, we helped out at the Upper Darby
Marine Corps League Family Outing. We walked
the ponies, dressed as Elmo and Spiderman,
and of course, ate well and helped with the clean
up duty. The following day we attended the
Changing of the Guard at the Folsom Reserve
Center. We look forward to many upcoming
events in the next few months, especially helping
the gentlemen with the Wagon Ticket Sales!

The Young Marines and staff would like to thank
the Smedley Butler MCL for their generous
donation of $500.00.

Calling All Korean Veterans

State Representative Thomas Killion of the 168"
district will be holding a ceremony to Honor all
Korean Veterans of his district. If you reside in
Edgemont, Media, Nether Providence, Upper
Providence, Thornbury, Rose Valley,
Middletown, or Newtown Square we want to hear
from you. The ceremony will be in mid November
in the Newtown Square area, you will receive a
certificate and lapel pin recognizing your service.
To register please call Rep. Killion’s office
between 9 AM-5 PM any weekday — 610-325-
1541. Only those Vets who register will be
recognized.
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®lags Of Our Fathers€seminar at the Springfield
Public Library, Powell Road, on November 1st, at
7 PM. Call John Cook @ 610-853-3932 for more
information, or contact the library.
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The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor is
conducting a nation wide effort to register Purple
Heart recipients in the museum’s database. So far,
70,000 recipients have been registered since the Hall
of Honor opened in Windsor, NY in November, but
organizers hope to enroll as many as 1.5 million, said
Sergio Morales, a member of the museum’s board of
directors. Hall visitors can access the list of Purple
Heart recipients on the museum’s 15 computers that
chronicle photos and stories about those who have
earned the medal. The Defense Department does not
keep an official database of Purple Heart recipients.
Hall of Honor organizers hope their efforts will create
as complete a list as possible of those who have
earned the medal to ensure they are not forgotten,
Morales said. To register with the Hall of Honor,
recipients must prove they received the medal by
submitting the appropriate official documentation,
including a DD-214, DD-215, WD AGO-53-55,
General Orders or a Letter of Transmittal. Hall
officials also requested recipients send a written
narrative of how they earned their medal, any
newspaper articles written about them receiving the
medal, and any photographs of them while in the
service.

Although it's not required, recipients can also tape an
interview at the Hall of Honor chronicling their service
and the events that led to the Purple Heart. An
Unedited copy of the DVD is given to the recipient,
while an edited version is kept at the Hall and stored
with the individual's record. Recipients can contact
the Hall of Honor at (845) 561-1765 and 1-877-
28Honor, or on its website

www.thepurpleheart.org.

Submitted by Steve Neri

The Combined Veteran® Alliance pays tribute with
Honors and a Final Salute to our fallen brother,
George VanDusen.
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Help support our
newsletter and
become a
member of the
Booster Club!
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Any monetary contribution helps offset the cost of
publication and mailing.

We wish to thank our current boosters. With their
assistance, we are able to continue our award-
winning newsletter!
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Elena & Jim Alleva, Joe Direso, Vincent Mangelli,
Marple Memorial Post #805, Pat & Joe Mensack,
Jerry Powlus, Barbara & Ben Sides, Rosemarie &
Lloyd Spangler, Florence & Bob Spano

Thank you boosters!

Paymaster

If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt”
Booster, please see Bob Spano.

Birthday Greetings
for October

The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the following
members who are celebrating a birthday this month:

Craig Allen

Robert Bunce

Edwin Burns

Aaron Cubbage
Marino DeFrancesco
William Dilenno, Sr.
Frank Mayer, Jr.
James Procopio
Edgar Speer

Donald Walz

Happy Birthday...and many, many more!

If your birthday was omitted,
please contact Adjutant Jack Kelly.
We apologize for any omissions.



General Smedley D. Butler Detachment #741
Marine Corps League
General Meeting Minutes
5 September 2007

Commandant: Commandant Jim Alleva opened the meeting
at 1930. The normal opening ceremonies were conducted.
Officers who were present were Commandant Jim Alleva, Sr.
Vice Jerry Leon, Judge Advocate Dan Luty, Adjutant Jack
Kelly, Paymaster Bob Spano, Sergeant-at-Arms Jim Ross,
Service Officer Connie McGinley, Director Paul Donohue,
and Junior Past Commandant Tom Tanner. Tom Tanner
acted as Chaplain for the meeting, as Chris Bush was
excused from the meeting. Guests in attendance were
recognized, including Al Harper, assistant to the Southeast
District Commandant.

Minutes: Joe Hudson made a motion to accept the minutes
of the August meeting as published in the Scuttlebutt. Phil
Baglivo seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

Officer Reports:

Paymaster: Bob Spano reviewed the Paymaster’'s report,
with financial information through 31 August 2007. Phil
Baglivo made a motion to accept the Paymaster’s report as
received. Joe Mensack seconded the motion, and the
motion passed. Bob Spano reported on information received
from MCL National, concerning raffle tickets for the
Wounded Marines Project. Bob Spano made a motion that
the Detachment purchase $300.00 in raffle tickets. If the
Detachment wins, the proceeds would go into the
Detachment’s treasury. Dan Luty seconded the motion, and
the motion passed. Bob Spano also indicated that it was
necessary to increase the line items on two items in the
budget. Bob Spano made a motion to increase the
Chaplain’s line item by $150.00, raising it to $550.00. Jerry
Leon seconded the motion, and the motion passed. Bob
Spano made a motion to increase the Needy Families line
item by $500.00, raising it to $1,500.00. Paul Donohue
seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

Senior_Vice: Jerry Leon reported on the successful
Combined Alliance picnic, held in August. He also
mentioned again that the Detachment would be returning
pertinent personal information (DD214’s or other military
discharge information) to the individual members. He also
commented on the plans for the annual Marine Corps
birthday ball.

Jr. Vice: Jack McLeod was not present, but Jim Alleva read
from a written report provided by Jack McLeod. The wagon
sales events were mentioned, and upcoming sites were also
mentioned. Solicitation of Ball Program ads has begun, and
both past advertisers and new advertisers will be contacted.
Adjutant:  Jack Kelly read several items of incoming
correspondence, including a letter from the Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, expressing appreciation to
the Detachment for its financial contribution to the Returning
Soldiers General Post Fund. Several items from the recent
MCL Department Convention were also mentioned. A letter
from Congressman Joe Sestak was read, inviting members
to a Veterans Summit to be conducted on 24 September
2007 at Delaware County Community College, in the Large
Auditorium, from 0900 to 1300.

Judge Advocate: Dan Luty reported that the recent change
to the Detachment’s By-laws that had been approved by the
membership has also been reviewed and approved by the
Department's Judge Advocate, Noel Haynes.

Chaplain: Acting Chaplain Tom Tanner reported on those
members who are ill, including George VanDusen, Bill
Charlton, Dave Brimble, and Jack Lister, He encouraged the
members to contact these individuals. Jim Alleva mentioned
that Ben Sides has agreed to take over the responsibilities
for Ceremonies, since George Van Dusen is ill. It was also
mentioned that Ben Sides will be assisted by Wayne Barner.

Director: Although Stan Short was not in attendance, Tom
Tanner mentioned that Stan Short has recommended that
next year's Combined Alliance picnic should be catered,
instead of having members and spouses bringing food. It
was mentioned that Drexel Lodge Park has been reserved
for the last Saturday in August 2008 for next year’s picnic.

A question was raised concerning the microphones here in
the meeting room. Jim Alleva provided an update on his
contacts with the K of C. Previously, a motion had been
made and passed to spend up to $200.00 for wireless
microphones. This may not be a sufficient amount for the
Detachment's needs. James Robinson made a motion to
increase this authority by $200.00, to spend up to $400.00
for new microphones. Paul Donohue seconded the motion,
and the motion passed.

Committee Reports:

Americanism/V.A.V.S.: Bob Matthews indicated that the
Americanism activity has not started yet. Under V.A.V.S,,
there will be a picnic at Coatesvile on Saturday, 8
September 2007, beginning at 1100. The bingo party will be
on Monday, 10 September.

Awards: Jim Alleva mentioned that he and Ben Sides had
visited George VanDusen in the hospital in the past week.
While there, they presented him with the Distinguished
Citizen Award for all the work he had performed for the
Detachment.

Ceremonies: Ben Sides reported that 209 military funerals
have been performed so far this year. He also indicated that
all of the supplies (rifles, ammunition, etc.) have been turned
over to him. Spence Goldsborough suggested that a round
of applause be made in recognition of all the work that was
performed by George VanDusen in his role as head of
ceremonies. A standing ovation was made on George’s
behalf.

Newtown Township Veterans Park: Tom Tanner provided a
brief report on the Veterans Park, but generally, progress on
the park has been slow.

Unfinished Business: No items of unfinished business were
brought up.

New Business: Ben Sides indicated that his motion from last
month’s meeting regarding reimbursement for mileage for
those involved in military honor guard activities would prove
to be too costly. Since his motion was not voted on, he was
rescinding his motion. However, he did propose that the
Detachment purchase eight or ten winter satin jackets for

those regular members who perform at the military funerals.
continued on page 9



Minutes continued from page 8

Jim Alleva asked Ben Sides to get some estimates of what
the winter satin jackets may cost. This proposal will be
discussed at a later date.

Jim Alleva introduced Al Harper, from the Chester County
Detachment, and he is also serving as the assistant to the
Southeast District Commandant. Al Harper presented a
plague to Jim Alleva and to the Detachment for its
newsletter, The Scuttlebutt, being awarded second place by
the Marine Corps League — National. Al Harper also
provided a report on his grandson, Al Harper lll, who had
been wounded in Iraq in February 2007. The vehicle he was
driving was hit, and his captain was killed instantly, and
others were wounded. Al Harper lll was able to drive the
vehicle to a hospital, saving lives and preventing further
casualties. As a result, he was awarded the Purple Heart
and the Bronze Star with Combat V. His health is improving
on a daily basis.

Good of the League: Bob Spano made a motion to donate
$500.00 to the Ladies Auxiliary of the Upper Darby
Detachment for their project to send packages to the troops
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Earle Drake seconded the motion,
and the motion passed.

Tom Tanner mentioned that a new ruling has been made,
indicating that all veterans can now salute the flag as it
passes, whether they are wearing covers or not.

Jerry Leon recommended that we have a good turnout at
Congressman Joe Sestak's Veterans Summit on 24
September 2007, at Delaware County Community College.
Jim Alleva reviewed the items on the calendar for
September.

Dan Luty made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Joe
Mensack seconded the motion. After the normal closing
ceremonies, the meeting was adjourned at 2055.

Bob Bunce won the 50/50. 34 members signed the logbook.
Respectfully submitted,

Jack Kelly, Adjutant

To all who support our military:

There is an injured Marine in need of well wishes
and cards. Deployed in Iraq Jan ©7 was shot in
the back and cannot move his legs. From what we
hear he has not received any cards or letters.

LCpl Perez, Jose Ivan
7400 Merton Minter bivd
Audie Murphy VA Hospital
Spinal Cord Injury Unit
D026 Bed A

San Antonio, TX 78229

Let® help cheer up this Marine and let him feel our
gratitude and love.

: REMINDER FOR THOSE MEMBERS WITH
: AN E-MAIL ADDRESS

If you desire to receive the Scuttlebutt by e-mail,
: and if you have not already done so, please
: contact Jack Kelly, Adjutant. :

: If you are a new member, or perhaps you have :
: been thinking about receiving it by e-mail, now is :
the time to begin. :

: Advantages of receiving the newsletter by e-mail :
i include receiving the newsletter sooner, and many
: pictures are in color. About one-third of the :
Detachment now receives the newsletter by e-mail, :
i and this saves the Detachment by reducing
production costs and also saves on postal :
: expenses. Please contact Jack Kelly at
: jpktgbtg@comcast.net or #610-358-3419. :

Guidelines for Submission of Articles & Photos for
inclusion in “Scuttlebutt”

«All submissions must be received by the editor no later
than the 15" of the month for the upcoming issue.

*The preferred format for written articles is a computer file
(such as MS Word, or an email). Non-computer files will be
considered and included in Scuttlebutt only if the editor is
able to transcribe the article in a timely matter for
publication.

*The preferred format for photos is digital in a high
resolution JPG file (other file formats will also be
considered). Traditional photos may be submitted as well,
and will be included only if the editor is able to scan the
photo in a timely matter for publication.

*All submissions must be the original work of the person
submitting the piece. If the submitter is not the author of the
work, the submitter should obtain permission from the
author and submit that as well. No copyrighted materials
can be used without permission from the appropriate
parties.

*The editor reserves the right to include or exclude
submissions as necessary according to these guidelines
and as space in the publication dictates.

sltems may be submitted to the editor via email to
sandi@lancasterpa.net
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