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" Our May 5" meeting is our Memorial Tribute to

those of our detachment who have passed away

# $#% && during the year. We have a candle light ceremony

There are members whose only contact with the
Detachment is through the news in The Scuttlebutt.
For those that didn’t know, we once again lost a friend
and fellow Detachment member. Steve Neri, our Past
Commandant, passed away April 1, 2008 after we
went to press last month. The Veterans of Delaware
County lost a true and devoted advocate. May he rest
in peace.

May is one of our busiest months. Our activities for the
month are many, and varied. We start the month with
The National Day of Prayer on May first, and end it
with Memorial Day, Observed, on Monday, May 26.

Commandant’s Report

Jr. Vice & Sr. Vice Reports

The Legend, In Memoriam

Officers & Committee Chairmen, VA Numbers

Looking Ahead,

Scuttlebutt Boosters, Sick Call,

Young Marines’ Report, Trivia, Birthdays

Minutes

honoring those members. If you haven't been with
us for a General Meeting, May 5 is a good day to
return to the Detachment.

We are planning to have as our guest speaker, Lt.
Col.  Steve Udovich, Founder of the Warrior
Weekend program. This group takes wounded Gls
from Walter Reed Hospital and provides them with
time away from the hospital at a destination like the
Baltimore Inner Harbor. This should be interesting.
The Warrior Weekend group was one of the
programs we supported last year.

Don't forget to wear the medals that you earned
while on active duty on Memorial Day. You may
wear them or your ribbons on your Red Blazer or
white uniform shirt, centered above the left pocket.
Wear them with pride!

See you on May 5, at 1930.

Semper Fidelis

Commandant
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TV Bonanza Il
Our TV Bonanza Il Campaign is intended to obtain a
large part of the money needed to operate our
Detachment. Members and friends have accepted
1500 tickets on consignment which is about half way
to our goal, Thanks so much for your support!

However, it is very important that we obtain the help of
all of our Members! Please contact me at 610-356-
8893 if you have not obtained tickets, Remember, we
don't ask that our Members buy the tickets nor is a
Member required to sell tickets for that matter. What
we do ask is that you order an ample supply of
tickets and make a whole hearted effort to sell
what you can! Left over tickets will be destroyed.

We have much to be proud of as a Detachment in
terms of the work we do for our Community and those
whom we help financially. A total effort by our
membership is needed to continue our work and
support; please call me for tickets!

D4D
Preparations for our Drawing for Dollars Campaign are
continuing. We have prepared new billboard signs to
display at our store sales sites including a
membership recruiting billboard.

We will not hold a campaign orientation meeting.
Instead, letters will be sent this week to those
Members who have actively participated in past store
sales. The letter will include our 2008 D4D Store Sale
Site Schedule, information on ticket prices and
suggested approaches to our Campaign.

Our D4D Sales Site Schedule as of this date follows:

5/03: ACME Granite Run Mall, 5/10: ACME West
Chester, 5/17: ACME & KMART Devon, 5/24: ACME
Newtown Square, 5/31: Shop Rite West Chester, 6/07
Tentative PATHMARK & KMART Brookhaven,

6/07: Gentile’s Market Newtown Square, 6/14: ACME
Media, 6/21: ACME Paoli, 6/28: ACME Ridley
(Folsom), 7/03 (Thurs): ACME Wayne & ACME Bryn
Mawr, 7/26: ACME Newtown Square, 7/03 (Thurs):
ACME Wayne & ACME Bryn Mawr, 7/12: ACME
Granite Run Mall, 7/18(Fri): ACME Broomall, 7/26:
ACME Newtown Square, 8/30: Super Fresh
Havertown & Pathmark Broomall, 9/06: Pathmark
Glenolden and Tentative Pathmark Folsom, 9/13:

Wal-Mart Glenolden & Gentile’'s Market Newtown
Square, 9/19 (Fri): Super Fresh Wynnewood &
Tentative ACME Narbeth, 9/27: Tentative Wal-Mart

Boothwyn , 10/04: ACME Media, 10/10-11 Helicopter
Air Show West Chester & 10/11 ACME Broomall,
10/18: ACME Newtown Square, 10/25: ACME Ridley

(Folsom), 11/01: Wal-Mart Eddystone, 11/22: To be
Scheduled and 11/26 (Wed) Shop Rite West Chester.

Note that six of the above dates involve sales at more
than one location. These events will be taking place at
store locations with only single entrances or locations
where only a single entrance need be manned. The
Oct 11 (Sun) date at the American Helicopter Museum
will be subject to review.

Directions will be provided to anyone who needs help.
An updated schedule will be included in future editions
of Scuttlebutt.

Respectfully submitted,

Respectfully Submitted,

Junior Vice Commandant
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WELCOME NEW REGULAR MEMBERS
James J. Friel

10 W. Mercer Ave.,

Havertown, PA 19083-4616
610-446-5241/home

610-724-9094/cell
james.friel@verizon.net

Wife: Diane

This year's Birthday Ball will be held on Friday
evening, November 7™ at Paxon Hollow Country
Club on Paxon Hollow Road. The cost for the
evening will be $40. / per person. It will include
Open Bar from 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM and 7:30 PM
Dinner. The Birthday Ball is the important event of
the year that all Marines, their families, and their
friends with other veterans can show their pride at
this yearly celebration. All arrangements for
seating and payment can be accomplished by
contacting John J. V. Cook, 300 Earlington Road,
Havertown, PA 19083 @ 610-853-3932. No one
else is authorized to handle this.

The Spring Dinner in June for members and
scholarship recipients will start at 1830, which will
be 1 hour earlier than our usual time. The cost of
the dinner will be $15.00 per person.

Membership is the lifeblood of all organizations
and the Marine Corps League is no exception.
There are applications, which are available that all
members should have with them. If you need one,
contact myself, or any officer to obtain copies.
Remember — “Every member get a member.”

Sr. Vice Commandant




THE BRONZE TABLET
THE LEGEND...

In 1927, the citizens of Philadelphia had this 5 foot
bronze tablet, placed in the Navy Building, in
Washington, D.C., next to the Secretary of the
Navy's office. This tribute to General Smedley D.
Butler, who would soon be court-martialed for his
“HIT and RUN”" accusation against Italy’s Premier
Benito Mussolini, was the only tablet ever set up in
the Navy Department to a living officer.

This tablet would later be moved to the U.S. Marine
Base at Quantico, Virginia.

In 1952, twelve years after the General's death, (21
June 1940), the tablet was moved to City Hall in
Philadelphia.

The Philadelphia Dedication and Memorial
Ceremony was held on 30 July 1952 on the North
side of City Hall. The tablet can be viewed near the
North Arch of the North/South Passageway, ground
level, in the Northwest Alcove.

It was a belated recognition of his efforts toward
Peace in the World and a clean Government for his
City and his State.

THE TABLET READS.....
HE ENFORCED THE LAW IMPARTIALLY
HE DEFENDED IT COURAGEOUSLY
HE PROVED INCORRUPTIBLE

J.J.V. Cook

Editor’s note: A picture of the tablet appears on the cover of this
issue.

In Memory

The Marine Corps League, The
American Legion, DAV, Amvets and
all veterans everywhere lost a true
and dedicated friend.

Stephen D. Neri

May he rest in peace.

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Officers
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Chaplain
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Earle E. Drake
Jim (JR) Robinson
Jack McLeod
Jack Kelly

Bob Spano

Dan Luty

James D. Ross
Christopher Bush
Connie McGinley
Paul Donohue
Paul Ferguson
Bernie McGinley
Jerry Leon

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment

Committee Chairmen

Adopt-A-Highway
Americanism

Aucxiliary Liaison
Awards
Ceremonies
Color Guard
Flag Collection
Historian
Home Association
Honor Guard

“  Assistant
Locker Box
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Membership
Newsletter (Scuttlebutt)
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i General & Healthcare Benefits
{ VA Hotline

i Veterans’ Healthcare
i Education

: Grave Markers

: Life Insurance
Website

. .
....................................................................................

.....................................................................................

800-827-1000
800-222-8387

888-442-4511
800-697-6947
800-669-8477

www.va.gov
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1 National Day of Prayer, Rose Tree Park, 1100
start time.

3 Marine Corps League Leadership class,
Headquarters. Indiantown Gap 0800
registration. 0830 start. 1730 conclusion.

5 General Meeting. Guest speaker will be Lt
Col. Steve Udovich, the Founder of Warrior
Weekend.

10 Media Theatre Honoring Gy.Sgt. Tonya Ayers

12 VAVS Bingo, Veterans Hospital, Coatesville

12 Congressman Sestak’s annual Veterans
Summit from 6PM to 9 PM Ridley High School.
Registration is 5:30 PM. We will have a table
introducing the MCL’s benefits.

17 Arlington Cemetery Ceremonies, 1PM, 3
gravesites.

22 Beverly Hills Middle School, Color Guard

25 Veteran’s Night at the Blue Rocks

26 Memorial Day, Monday celebration. Wear the
medals you earned in the service. You are
authorized to wear the medals, large or small,
or ribbons on your red blazer or white MCL
uniform shirt. This has been approved by
National Commandant Jack Ryan and the
National Board of Trustees. On the blazer,
wear the medals or ribbons above the pocket,
centered on the pocket. Ribbons would be
worn in the same manner, just above the
pocket.

22 Adopt-a-Highway
17 Adopt-a-Highway

19 Adopt-a-Highway

3- 4- . *

OTHER VETERANS' & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’
MEETING SCHEDULES

Regular Events

AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post #118, 211 N. Morton
Ave., Morton, PA 19070. Meetings the first Wednesday
of every month at 2000.

American Legion: Broomall Post  #805,
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA. Meetings the
second Wednesday of every month, at 1930.
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American Legion Nunan-Slook Post #338,
Meets the second Tuesday at 7:30 PM of every
month at the corner of Ralston & Graslynn
Avenue’s, Havertown, PA.

Upper Darby Detachment #884 MCL, 3"
Tuesday of the month at 2000, 1026 Providence
Rd. Secane, Pa. 19018

Disabled American Veterans, Delaware
County Chapter 113 , meets the second Monday
of the month at 7:30PM. Meetings are held at the
Nunan-Slook American Legion Post #338. The
Post is located at the corner of Ralston &
Graslynn Avenues in Havertown, PA.

Vietham Veterans of America, Chapter 67,
AmVets, Harold P. Saks Post #118, 211 N.
Morton Ave. in Morton, PA meeting is 2nd
Tuesday at 7:30 PM - no meetings July or
August.

Delaware County Detachment, Third Sunday of
the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, $6.00/person.
Delaware County Detachment at detachment
home, Upland, PA. Every Month except: June-
July-August.

M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound #19,
Pack of Penna., Growls (meetings) are the
second Wednesday of the month at 1930. Growls
are held at the Herbert W. Best Post # 928, VFW.
Located at MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue,
Folsom, PA.

Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post
#7390, Meetings the second Thursday of the
month at 1930. Meetings are held at the Marple
Twp. Municipal Building, Sproul & Springfield
Roads, Broomall, PA.

Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council
#4129, 327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown
Square, PA. Meetings the first Thursday of the
month at 2000.

FIRST CALL!

The General Smedley D. Butler Detachment’s

Marine Corps Birthday Ball

Will be held on Friday, 7" November

At the Paxon Hollow Country Club
$40.00 per person.
Reservations will be taken
starting at the August Meeting
John J.V. Cook
will handle reservations and seating



Help support our
newsletter and
become a
member of the
Booster Club!
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Any monetary contribution helps offset the cost of
publication and mailing.

We wish to thank our current boosters. With their
assistance, we are able to continue our award-winning
newsletter!
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John Burfete, Tony Coladonato, Joe Direso,
Spencer Goldsborough, Kay & Frank Greiser,
Richard Guyer, Vinnie Mangelli, Connie McGinley,

Jack McLeod, Pat & Joe Mensack, Jerry Powlus,
Stan Samsel, Florence & Bob Spano

Thank you boosters!

Paymaster

If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” Booster,
please see Bob Snano.

]
SIcK CALL

Matt Balfrey
Jack McHenry
Joe Hudson
Jack Lister

Bill Charlton, Sr.

Please remember to notify Chaplain Chris Bush
(610.353.5569) of an illness, or of a member or family
member passing away.

The Young Marines will be
helping out at the Giant
supermarket  this  weekend,
asking customers if they'd like to
fill out a preprinted card which
will be sent out to the troops
overseas.

The Young Marines would also like to congratulate our
commander, Bob Stanton on his retirement!!!

Delaware County Young Marines

CIVIL WAR TRIVIA
Hardtack, the big thick cracker or biscuit which
was the standard bread ration during the periods
of active campaigning, inspired many humorous
sallies. A Kansas Yank reported the following
camp dialogue:

Sergeant: Boys, | was eating a piece of hardtack
this morning, and | bit on something soft, what do
you think it was?

Private: A worm?

Sergeant: No, it was a ten penny nail!

The crackers were delivered to camp in barrels or
boxes marked “B.C.”, probably an abbreviation for
“Brigade Commissary”, but the consumers claimed
with  mocked seriousness that the letters
represented the hardtack’s date of manufacture.

“Teeth-dullers” and “Sheet iron crackers” were
other favorite designations for hardtack, and one
Yank suggested that “it would make good breast
works. The crackers were often so wormy that the
soldiers nicknamed them “worm castles” and one
soldier stated: “All the fresh meat we had came in
the hard bread and |, preferring my game cooked,
used to toast my biscuits”.

The Common Soldiers of the Civil War, by Bell I. Wiley
J.J.V. Cook

Birthday Greetings
for May

members who are celebrating a birthday this month:

Anthony Coladonato
John Davis

Albert DeVito
James Duffy

John Haynal

John Kratzinger
Dominick Longhi
Patrick Malone
Cornelius McGinley
Joseph Mensack
Richard Palena
Joseph Rossetti
Stephen Stott
Wayne P. Williams

Happy Birthday...and many, many more!

If your birthday was omitted,
please contact Adjutant Jack Kelly.
We apologize for any omissions.

The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the following




General Smedley D. Butler Detachment #741
Marine Corps League
General Meeting Minutes
7 April 2008

Commandant: Commandant Earle Drake opened the
meeting at 1930, and the normal opening ceremonies were
conducted.  Officers present were Commandant Earle
Drake, Sr. Vice Jim Robinson, Jr. Vice Jack McLeod, Judge
Advocate Dan Luty, Adjutant Jack Kelly, Paymaster Bob
Spano, Sergeant-at-Arms Jim Ross, Service Officer Connie
McGinley, Director Paul Donohue, Director Paul Ferguson,
and Director Bernie McGinley.

New Member: James Friel was introduced as a potential
new member. He was sponsored by Lou DiSantis. After his
introduction, he was accepted into membership as a regular
member of the Detachment. He was sworn in by
Commandant Earle Drake.

Minutes: George Boyajian made a motion to accept the
minutes of the 3 March 2008 meeting as published in the
Scuttlebutt. Bernie McGinley seconded the motion and the
motion passed.

Officer Reports:
Commandant’'s _Report: Commandant Earle Drake

mentioned that our friend and member and past
commandant Steve Neri had passed away on 1 April 2008.
Our Detachment provided a casket watch at his viewing,
along with members of the American Legion Posts #338 and
#805, the VFW, DAV, and AMVETS. At his funeral, many
were in attendance, not only from our own Detachment, but
also from the Diamond State Detachment, the Upper Darby
Detachment, the Delaware County Detachment, and the
Chester County Detachment. The Patriot Guard Riders
escorted the funeral procession on their motorcycles. Steve
Neri was a tireless worker on behalf of veterans’ causes, and
he will be missed.

Adjutant: Jack Kelly read a brief note from Marion Short,
expressing her appreciation for the Detachment’s
participation in the casket watch and funeral for her husband
Stan Short. Jack Kelly also read a letter of thanks received
from the Salvation Army of West Chester, acknowledging the
Detachment’s recent donation. It was mentioned that the
Upper Darby Detachment is sponsoring an upcoming trip to
the Marine Corps Museum in Virginia and the Evening
Parade at Marine Corps Headquarters. The trip is scheduled
for 30 May 2008.

Chaplain: Chris Bush mentioned that Joe Hudson was in
attendance at tonight's meeting, after a short stay in the
hospital. He also mentioned that Bob Bunce and Jack
McHenry are improving after not feeling well. He asked the
membership to remember in prayer those members who may
be ill, as well as for those in our military.

Sr. Vice: Jim Robinson mentioned that Gerry Zell, a former
member of our Detachment, is organizing a trip to a Blue
Rocks baseball game on 25 May 2008. Jim Robinson also
mentioned that the Detachment may be scheduling a trip to a
Phillies game sometime this season. He provided
information on the Marine Corps Birthday Ball, scheduled for
7 November 2008. He also reported on some recruiting
activities, including a new recruiting poster that was
displayed. Jim Robinson also reminded everyone that

participants are always welcome in the Honor Guard.

Jr. Vice: Jack McLeod provided a progress report on the TV
Bonanza, indicating that 1,250 tickets have been placed on
consignment so far. It was reported that Charlie Sexton had
donated $1,250 to pay for the 40" flat screen TV to be
awarded. Jack McLeod also provided information on the
upcoming Drawing for Dollars campaign. Sales will begin on
3 May. New signs have been made and will be displayed at
the sales sites.

Paymaster: Bob Spano reviewed the Paymaster’s report as
of 31 March 2008. Frank Mayer made a motion to accept
the Paymaster's report as received. George Boyajian
seconded the motion, and the motion passed. Bob Spano
noted the need to increase the line item for needy families in
the budget. He made a motion to increase the line item for
needy families by $1,000, raising it from $3,000 to $4,000.
Bernie McGinley seconded the motion, and the motion
passed.

Committee Reports:

V.AV.S.: Bob Matthews reported on the upcoming bingo
event at Coatesville, scheduled for 14 April 2008. He also
provided information on the annual John Basilone parade in
September.

Adopt-a-Highway: John Burfete reported that the first activity
is scheduled for 20 April 2008 at 0830 on Bishop Hollow
Road. Refreshments will be provided, and volunteers are
needed.

Color Guard: Joe Conigliaro reported that the Color Guard
had participated in the annual St. Patrick's Day Parade in
Springfield. Those who participated were Joe Conigliaro,
Bernie McGinley, Bob Spano, Wayne Williams, Earle Drake,
and Jack Kelly. The Color Guard was also present for the
funeral for Steve Neri, and those participating were Bernie
McGinley, Dan Luty, Jack Kelly, and Bill Kinney. Joe
Conigliaro also reviewed some upcoming events for the
Color Guard, beginning with the March of Dimes Walk on 26
April 2008.

Historian: Bob Cosgrove has a book “as we were” with
pictures of members then and also as they are now. He
encouraged those members not included in the book to
provide pictures of themselves in their earlier years and also
as they are now, in order to be included in the book. He also
reported on the history book for the current year. Earle
Drake commented that the awards on display this evening
are just some of the awards that the Detachment has been
awarded over the years, and he encouraged members to
look them over after the meeting.

Honor Guard: Wayne Barner reported that the Honor Guard
has serviced 81 funerals so far this year, and three more
have been scheduled this week.

Property: Bob Spano reported that two new heads have
been obtained for the National colors and Detachment
colors. He also reported that a new 36" round Marine Corps
League plague has been obtained for the wall. An inventory
of the Detachment’s awards will be made in the future.

Scholarships: Wayne Williams reported that scholarship

applications are due by 15 April, in order to be selected at

our May meeting. On a personal note, he indicated that his
continued on page 7



Minutes continued from page 6

son will graduate from Penn State University in May, and he
will be commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the United
States Marine Corps.

Flag Collection: Barry Reese indicated that he had recently
collected old or worn flags at the Marple locations, and that
he would be collecting flags in Newtown Square this week.

Unfinished Business: Dan Luty reported that the annual
Veterans Night at the Media Theatre will be honoring
Gunnery Sergeant Tonia Ayers, who was a key person in the
recent Toys for Tots campaign. The event is scheduled for
10 May 2008, and members were encouraged to attend.

Bob Spano provided information on Operation First
Response — Walk for the Wounded. The Color Guard and
others are needed to assist with this event, scheduled for 15
June 2008, at Rose Tree Park in Media.

Harry Kaufman mentioned that one of the Patriot Riders
attending the funeral for Steve Neri had taken approximately
230 photos of the event. He will attempt to forward these
photos to those members with an e-mail address. Dan Luty
will also try to put the photos on a CD.

New Business: Dan Luty made a motion to donate $100.00
to sponsor a hole at an upcoming golf outing. The benefit is
for children’s’ educational, physical, mental and social
development. The golf outing is on 16 May at the
Chesapeake Bay Golf Club in Rising Sun. Bernie McGinley
seconded the motion and the motion passed.

Dan Luty also made a motion to donate $100.00 to the
March of Dimes walk, scheduled for Saturday, 26 May 2008.
Paul Donohue seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

It was mentioned that Congressman Joe Sestak will have a
Veterans Administration summit on 12 May 2008. The
summit will be held at Ridley High School from 1730 to 2100.
A representative from the VA will be available to assist with
questions that veterans may have.

Good of the League: Bob Spano made a motion for the
Detachment to donate $1,000.00 to the Operation First
Response — Walk for the Wounded organization. Dan Luty
seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

Announcements: Bob Spano indicated that anyone wishing
to donate funds ($10.00 or more) as a sponsor of the
monthly newsletter should contact him.

Earle Drake mentioned that Lt. Colonel Steve Udovich,
founder of Warrior Weekend, will be the Detachment’s guest
at the May meeting. Warrior Weekend is an organization
that provides trips and other forms of assistance for
wounded soldiers at Walter Reed Hospital.

Earle Drake also mentioned that at our May meeting we will
be honoring our members who have passed away in the past
year — George VanDusen, Edwin Burns, Stan Short, and
Steve Neri.

Dan Luty made a motion to adjourn the meeting. George
Boyajian seconded the motion. After the normal closing

ceremonies, the meeting was adjourned at 2045.

Don Walz won the 50/50. Forty-four members signed the
logbook.

Respectfully submitted,

Jack Kelly, Adjutant

Guidelines for Submission of Articles & Photos for

inclusion in “Scuttlebutt”

*All submissions must be received by the editor no later
than the 15" of the month for the upcoming issue.

*The preferred format for written articles is a computer file
(such as MS Word, or an email). Non-computer files will be
considered and included in Scuttlebutt only if the editor is
able to transcribe the article in a timely matter for
publication.

*The preferred format for photos is digital in a high
resolution JPG file (other file formats will also be
considered). Traditional photos may be submitted as well,
and will be included only if the editor is able to scan the
photo in a timely matter for publication.

«All submissions must be the original work of the person
submitting the piece. If the submitter is not the author of the
work, the submitter should obtain permission from the
author and submit that as well. No copyrighted materials
can be used without permission from the appropriate
parties.

*The editor reserves the right to include or exclude
submissions as necessary according to these guidelines
and as space in the publication dictates.

sltems may be submitted to the editor via email to
sandi@lancasterpa.net




Marine Corps League
Smedley D. Butler Detachment

P.O. Box 184

Newtown Square, PA 19073-0184

Next Meeting

May 5, 2008

1930 hours

Knights of Columbus

327 N. Newtown Street Rd.
(Route 252)

Newtown Square, PA 19073



