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Commandant’s Message 
February 2005 

The Officers and Directors of the Detachment have 
been duly installed at the last meeting and we look 
forward to serving the Detachment this year as we did 
last year.  We thank the membership for their 
confidence in us and as you would expect we will 
perform our duties to the best of our abilities.   

A chain is only as strong as its weakest link usually, but 
as you have seen we are a detachment who can pull 
together and work as a unit – somewhat like the boot 
camp platoon right before graduation.  So, when there 

is someone who is not able to perform his duties, the 
rest of us come together and help out.  The detachment 
is none the worse for it and the membership never 
knows what is done by whom because there are so 
many members who work hard and are not recognized 
for their efforts. 

 
Unfortunately, the awards night started out as a good 
idea but it has turned out as a popularity contest and an 
exercise to give awards to as many people as possible.  
Maybe, someone can come up with a better system to 
show our appreciation for all the effort and time that is 
donated by most members.  It is my belief that people 
should be acknowledged for what they do over and 
beyond the call of duty – not for just doing what they 
should do. 
 
That brings us to the next topic of conversation – 
replacements.  If this detachment is to survive and 
continue to grow, then the only way to do this is by the 
newer members stepping forward to help out the older 
members.  We know that most people will not want to 
volunteer so we will actively recruit from the members 
who are new or who have not yet gotten involved in the 
many programs that the detachment has to offer. 
 
The financial audit and the proposed budget has been 
completed and is ready for membership approval.  
From this point we are off and running to start the year.  
With your help we can make it a successful year and 
complete the many programs that the detachment has 
to offer.  For information on how you can best serve, 
contact me or any officer or director.  Thanks for your 
help. 
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God Bless & Semper Fi, 
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January 2005 
 
On Thursday, December 16th, Paxon Hollow Country 
Club hosted a luncheon for Senior Citizens and 
Veterans. 
 
Monday, the 20th , we went to AQUA PA, Bryn Mawr 
and picked up Toys For Tots items thanks to Nick 
Repino. 
 
On the 28th, we held our December Staff 
Meeting/Dinner at Charlotte’s Restaurant in Newtown 
Square. 
 
Our General Meeting of January 4th was our 
Installation of Officers and Awards Meeting. 
 
The next Monday was the night for bingo at the 
Coatesville Hospital. 
 
Tuesday, the 11th was the proposed Budget Meeting 
and Financial Audit. 
 
 
God Bless & Semper Fi 
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Plans are underway for our June Pennsylvania 
Evening Lottery Raffle.  Each evening in June a 
three digit number is picked on TV by the State 
Lottery Department.  That number is the winner of 
our daily lottery.  The winner will receive $25.00 
except on the 10th, 20th and 30th of June, those 
evenings the winner will receive $100.00.  Several 
members won twice last year.  George Van Dusen 
won the first night with the number of "000". 
 
Tickets will be available at the March meeting.  We 
only sell a limited number of tickets so your 
chances are excellent on getting a winner. 
 
I have tickets for the annual Department of 
Pennsylvania MCL Veteran©s & Youth Programs 
raffle.  Donations are $1.00 and you can win up to 
$5,000.00.  See me at the February meeting to buy 
your tickets. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

� � ����� � �� �� 	 � 
Junior Vice 
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I want to thank the membership for nominating me as  
of Marine of the Year. I was put up before, but 
nothing comes sweeter than to get this award from 
members like you. As our commandant stated 
“Marine of the Year is something the members vote 
on”. I will cherish this award very much! 
 
Membership: 
The detachment did a wonderful job last year in 
obtaining new members. Let’s not stop and do even 
better this year. For all of our new members, our 
officers want you to know your are important to us; so 
many have joined and stepped right up. We need 
your participation to keep all of our programs running. 
If you need a uniform see Tom Lynch or me. We will 
work with you. As I stated before, over the next 
couple of months I will be working on our record 
books. I will be bringing them to the meeting for you 
to inspect them and to see if any corrections are 
needed, and if warranted we will correct them. Also, 
please be advised that the dues for LIFE membership 
went up as of January. Please check to see if your 
dues are up. If so, you can mail them to the 
detachment, or see our Paymaster Harry Kaufman or 
myself. 
 
Odds and Ends: 
We have some things planed this coming year; our 
picnic, trips, June dinner, Ball and whatever else 
comes up. Like I stated before, I do not want to make 
the decision on our trips or were to have our Ball, so I 
would like the members’ input. This is your 
Detachment, I work for you. I want this to be a good 
year, so the more input the better! 
 
God Bless and Semper Fi!                                                                               


 �� �
 ����� �
Junior Vice 
610-789-3755 
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January 
25       Detachment Staff Meeting – 1930 
28-29 MCL Of PA Winter Meeting – Grantville, PA 
 
February 
01 General Membership Meeting –  

K of C – 1930 
07 Coatesville Hospital – Bingo  
08 Coatesville Hospital –  

Valentine’s Day Super Bingo 
20 S. E. Division Meeting,  

Glenside, PA – 1300 
21 Detachment Staff Meeting –  

K of C – 1930 
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OTHER VETERANS’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’  
MEETING SCHEDULES 
 
Regular Events 
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post # 118 
211 N. Morton Ave., Morton, PA 19070  
Meetings the first Wednesday of every month at 2000. 
 
American Legion: Broomall Post # 805 
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA  
Meetings the second Wednesday of every month, at 
1930. 
 
Disabled American Veterans: Delaware County 
Chapter # 113 
Meetings are held at the AmVets Post in Morton, PA 
on the second Monday of every month at 2000. 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67,  
2nd Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War 
Veterans Post 731, 920 West Chester Pike, 
Havertown, PA.�
 
Delaware County Detachment 
Third Sunday of the month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, 
$5.00/person. Delaware County Detachment at 
detachment home, Upland, PA. Every Month except: 
June-July-August. 
 
M.O.D.D. “ Devil Dogs”  Triboro Pound # 19, Pack of 
Penna.  
Growls (meetings) are the second Wednesday of the 
month at 1930. Growls are held at the Herbert W. Best 
Post # 928, VFW. Located at MacDade Blvd & 
Kendron Avenue, Folsom, PA. 
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Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall 
Post # 7390 
Meetings the second Thursday of the 
month at 1930. Meetings are held at the 
Marple Twp. Municipal Building., Sproul & 
Springfield Roads, Broomall, PA. 
 
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei 
Council # 4129 
327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown 
Square, PA. Meetings the first Thursday of 
the month at 2000. 
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Guest Speaker – Col. Ryder, USAF to speak 
about the current state of affairs in the military at 
General Meeting on February 1st at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall. 
 

 
Springfield Library Display – 
 
 “The Era of the  
American 
Dreadnaughts” –  
the Rise and  
Demise of the  
Battleship as the  
Capital Ship of the  
U. S. Navy  
presented by  
John J. V. Cook  
with Connie  
McGinley and  
Tom Tanner. 
 

 

 
Image Source: 
http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/navpalib/ships/battl
eships/newjersey/bb16-nj.html 
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"Be sure you put your feet in the right place, then stand 
firm" 

…Abraham Lincoln 
 

"Nothing was ever lost by courtesy. It is the cheapest of 
pleasures, cost nothing, and coveys much"  

…Erustas Wiman 
 

~~~Submitted by Stephen D. Neri 
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1. Who was the only president never to marry? 
2. What 2 presidents are buried in Arlington 

National Cemetery? 
3. Who was the tallest president at 6’ 4”? 
4. Who was the shortest president at 5’ 4”? 
5. When was the first televised inauguration? 
6. Has any president ever died inside the White 

House?  
7. Which president was not a citizen of the 

U.S.A. when he died?  
8. Who was the first president to be born in a 

hospital?  
9. Which American president lived with a bullet in 

his chest most of his life?  
10. Who was the only president born in 

Pennsylvania? 
11. Which president was related by either blood or 

marriage to eleven other presidents? 
12. Who was the youngest person to become 

president 
13. Who was the first President to visit all 50 

states? 
14. Which president made the first Presidential 

flight? 
15. Which state is the birthplace of the greatest 

number of Presidents? 
 
Answers are on page 9. 
 

 

  

 

�
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S I C K  C A L L  

 

 

 

 

 

Members: 
Jim Alleva, 
Bud Bruce,  
Frank Di Bonaventuro, 
Lou Di Santis,  
Tom Kerrigan,  
Tony Medaglia,  
Tom Potter,  
Frank Turse 
and  
Fred Winterling 

Friends & Family Of 
Detachment: 
Berenice Kerrigan, 
Emma Mummah, and 
John Moyse 
 

     
Please keep these members and family 
members in your prayers and make an effort to 
contact them and let them know you care. 
 
Please remember to notify Chaplain Chris Bush 
(610.353.5569) of an illness, or of a member or 
family member passing away. 
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MCL Dept. Commandant Tom Tanner provided us 
with this information: 
 
The Walter Reed Hospital has requested phone 
cards.  He stated that the government does not 
pay for long distance phone charges.  Let us 
support our troops by sending phone cards of any 
denomination.  The address is:   
 

Medical Family Assistance Center 
Walter Reed Medical Center 
6900 Georgia Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20307-5001 

 
Tom also stated that the United States Postal 
Service will give free boxes and labels to anyone 
sending packages overseas to our troops.  The 
phone number given is 1-800-610-8734.  Press 1, 
then 3 (operator), or e-mail supplies.USPS.gov.   
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“Three grand essentials to happiness in this life 
are something to do, something to love, and 
something to hope for.” 

                                    - Joseph Addison 
 

~~~~submitted by Mike Horne 
 

 

 

 

President George W. Bush and Laura Bush dance 
on the Presidential Seal at the Commander-in-Chief 
Inaugural Ball at the National Building Museum in 
Washington, D.C., Thursday, Jan. 20, 2005. 
 
Image source:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
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 OFFICERS For YEAR 2005 
 
Commandant   Bob Spano 
Sr. Vice Commandant  James A. Alleva 
Jr. Vice Commandant  Earle Drake 
Adjutant   Michael Horne 
Paymaster   Harry Kaufman  
Judge Advocate   Dan Luty 
Sergeant-At-Arms  James D. Ross  
Chaplain   Christopher Bush 
Service Officer   Connie McGinley
  
Director    Paul Donohue 
Director    Richard VanLuvender 
Director    Tom Bishop 
Jr. Past Commandant  Steve Neri 

 

Committee Chairmen 
 

Adopt-A-Highway  Dave Brimble 
Americanism   Bill Lessig 
Auxiliary Liaison  Tony Fusto 
Awards    Steve Neri 
Ceremonies & Honor Guard George VanDusen 
        “  Assistant   John J. V. Cook 
Historian   John J. V. Cook   
Home Assoc. & Meetings Tom Kerrigan 
Legislative   Bernie McGinley 
Locker Box   Tom Lynch 
        “   Assistant  Ben Sides 
Marksmanship   Mike Bodle 
Membership   Jim Alleva 
      “    Assistant   Steve Neri 
Newsletter (Scuttlebutt)  Sandi Mauer 
Property   Dave Brimble 
Scholarships   Wayne Williams 
Scouting   John Gingras 
Toys-For-Tots   VACANT 
Uniform    Tom Bishop 
V.A.V.S.   Robert Matthews 
Young Marines   Robert Stanton 
 

2005 Meeting Schedule 
 
Regular Meetings Staff Meetings 
February 1st, 2005 February 22nd, 2005,  
March 1st 2005  March 29th, 2005 
April 5th 2005  April 26th, 2005,  
May 3rd 2005  May 31st, 2005,  
June 7th 2005  June 28th, 2005,  
July 5th 2005  July 26th, 2005,  
August 2nd 2005  August 30th, 2005,  
September 6th 2005 September 27th, 2005,  
October 4th 2005 October 25th, 2005,  
November 1st 2005 November 29th, 2005 
December 6th 2005 December 27th, 2005. 
 

� � � � � �� � 	 � �
 � � � 
 � � � �
 � � �� � � � � �� � 	 � �
 � � � 
 � � � �
 � � �� � � � � �� � 	 � �
 � � � 
 � � � �
 � � �� � � � � �� � 	 � �
 � � � 
 � � � �
 � � � ����

 

 

 



� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � : � $� �� � � � � =�7 � � � +�. � $(� � ! >��
$� # � $� (� +�� ! � � $� � $� � >�� 
 " ?�
     

 
    Here is the  
    scuttlebutt of  
    what the Delco.  
    Young Marines  
    are up to. 

 

 

The Young Marines have been doing well lately. Last 
drill the recruits took their test to see if they are eligible 
to graduate. There has been no set date for graduation 
yet. 
  
We don©t have any up coming events except drill on 26 
January. 
  
Semper Fi, 
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Delco. Young Marines 
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   Help support our 
   newsletter and become a 
   member of the Booster Club!  
    
  Your $10.00 contribution helps offset 
the cost of publication and postage. 
 
We wish to thank our current boosters. With their 
assistance, we are able to continue our award-winning 
newsletter!  
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Florence and Bob Spano, Barbara and Harry Kaufman, 
Dottie and Craig Allen, Pat and Joe Mensack, Gladys 
and Ed Bailey, and Paul and Carol Lutton.  
 
Thank you boosters! 
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If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt” Booster, 
please see Harry Kaufman. 

 

 

Birthday Greetings 
for February 

 
 
The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the 
following members who are celebrating a birthday this 
month:      
 
Nicholas Bianco, 
James Constien, 
Lawrence Doyle, 
Harold Walter Gray, 
Jeffrey Elliot, 
John Keevill, 
William McCoy, 
Robert Miller,  
and Robert Spano 
 

Happy Birthday…and many, many more! 
 
 

 

Following is the Proposed Change to 
Administrative Procedure B3, which 

will be voted upon by members at the 
February regular meeting: 

 
This sentence is to be added to Section C, Line A: 
 
“Only one (1) candidate per member will be 
accepted for scholarship consideration.   
 
The reason for this change is to prevent a member 
who may have five or six eligible candidates for 
scholarships from winning most or all of the 
scholarships at the expense of those members 
who are submitting only one candidate’s name to 
the drawing.   
 

------submitted by Dan Luty, Judge Advocate 
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thanked the Women’s Auxiliary for all their help this 
past year.  Jim would like members’ input on any of 
our scheduled activities.  Also, over the next couple of 
months, Jim will be bringing our record books to the 
meeting for members to review to see if any 
corrections need to be made.  
 
JR. VICE COMMANDANT:  Earle Drake distributed a 
tentative 2005 Jr. Troop Handler site schedule.  He 
noted that all sites will be confirmed by spring.  He 
announced that Col. Andy Ryder of the PA Air National 
Guard may be a guest speaker at our February 
meeting.  Also, a small delegation of members 
delivered the JTH wagon to Donna Burdette of Drexel 
Hill.   
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE:  Dan Luty reviewed a change to 
administrative procedure B3, which will be published in 
the Scuttlebutt for members to vote on at the next 
regular meeting.   
 
PAYMASTER:  Harry Kaufman read a comprehensive 
financial report.  Copies can be obtained.  A motion 
was made by Joe Mensack and seconded by Tom 
Kerrigan to approve the monthly report.  Motion 
passed.  Harry noted that a new budget will be 
proposed and presented to the membership to vote on 
when finalized.   
 
CHAPLAIN:  Chris Bush announced that he visited 
Frank DiBonaventuro at his veterans home in Spring 
City.  Chris asked that members give Frank a visit or a 
call.  Also, members who are under the weather 
include Tony Medaglia and Fred Winterling. 
 
SGT-AT-ARMS:  Jim Ross – no report. 
 
DIRECTOR: Rick VanLuvender – no report. 
 
DIRECTOR: Jerry Powlus thanked members for all the 
support he received during his time as a director.   
  
JR. PAST COMMANDANT:  Steve Neri – no report. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
 
Adopt-A-Highway and Property: Dave Brimble noted 
that there is no scheduled Adopt-a-Highway at this 
time.  Also, one Col. Waterhouse Marines and Others 
book has been given out.   
 
Americanism: Bill Lessig noted that for the past three 
months, this program has been presented to over 1300 
students so far, and four schools are scheduled to 
have the program in January.  
 
Auxiliary Liaison:  Tony Fusto thanked all members 
who continually bring in Acme receipts.   

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Marine 
Corps League 
4 January 2005 

Regular Meeting 
 
 

Commandant Bob Spano called the meeting to order 
at 1930. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the opening 
prayer was read.   
 
Commandant Bob Spano passed out copies of the 
meeting agenda to the membership.  Copies are 
available. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: present were: 
Commandant Spano, Sr. Vice Alleva, Jr. Vice Drake, 
Adjutant Horne, Paymaster Kaufman, Judge Advocate 
Luty, Chaplain Bush, Sgt-At-Arms Ross, Director 
VanLuvender, Director Powlus, Jr. Past Commandant 
Neri. 
 
Commandant Bob Spano recognized all past 
commandants who were present at the meeting along 
with Department Commandant Tom Tanner, 
Department Aide to Commandant James Miller, Dept. 
Chief of Staff Ray Devlin, Dept. Adjutant Leanna 
Dietrich, and Dept. Jr. Past Commandant John Moyse.  
 
NEW MEMBERS:  A motion was made by Jim Alleva 
to accept Jim Duffy as a regular member.  Motion was 
seconded by members present.  Motion passed.   
 
MINUTES: A motion was made by Steve Neri and 
seconded by Bernie McGinley to approve the minutes 
as published in the Scuttlebutt.  Motion passed. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Adjutant Mike Horne read a 
thank you from Joe and John Cavallo thanking us for 
helping to fund the American flag and its illumination at 
the Blue Route and West Chester Pike.  He also read 
correspondence from the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Monmouth County thanking us for our 
generous gift of $70.00 given to the Sgt. Alan Sherman 
Memorial Education Fund.  The detachment also 
received a thank you note for honor ceremonies 
performed for member Bill Nolan’s brother.  The 
Scotland School for Veterans’ Children sent the 
detachment a thank you for our continual support of 
their program.  The Dept. of Veterans Affairs in 
Coatesville thanked our detachment for sponsoring 
their bingo party on December 13.   
 
OFFICER REPORTS:  
 
SR. VICE COMMANDANT:  Jim Alleva stated that the 
Christmas Party had a good turnout and he thanked all 
who pitched in and helped make it a success.  He also 

continued on page 9 
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Awards:  Steve Neri asked all officers and committee 
chairmen to come to the podium to assist him in 
presenting the awards to the many deserving 
recipients.  Receving the annual award for Marine of 
the Year was Jim Alleva.  Also, the Commandant©s 
Award was presented to Mike Horne.  Our editor of the 
Scuttlebutt, Sandi Mauer, was made an honorary 
member of our detachment.  
 
V.A.V.S.: Bob Matthews announced that the bingo 
party is held the second Monday of every month, this 
month on January 10.  If attending, please meet in the 
K of C parking lot at 6:30.   
  
Toys for Tots:  Tom Kerrigan noted that over 14,000 
toys were collected.  He thanked all those who helped 
out.   
 
Historian:  John Cook stated that there will be a library 
display at the Springfield Library during the month of 
February.  The theme of the display is the “Old Navy.”  
Also, he would like to have early pictures of members 
while in the military.  A brief description should be put 
on the back of the photo.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Dept. Commandant Tom 
Tanner, Sgt.-At- Arms Ray Devlin, and Chaplain 
James Miller swore in Commandant Bob Spano along 
with all elected officers and directors for 2005.   
 
After several discussions with membership, it has been 
decided that the detachment will accept money from 
the John DuPont Foundation, but no letters will be 
written on behalf of John DuPont.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Dept. Commandant Tom 
Tanner stated that the January staff meetings for the 
Department will be held in Grantville, PA on January 
27-29.  Also, all detachments are encouraged to send 
phone cards to our warriors in Walter Reed or 
Bethesda Naval Hospital.  Also, Tom noted that the 
U.S. Post Office will furnish boxes and labels for free 
for items sent overseas to our military.   
 
Steve Neri stated that the Montgomery County 
Detachment is collecting clothing for the guys who are 
returning from overseas.  Steve will help anyone 
interested in donating items.  Also, Steve noted that 
there will be a spaghetti dinner at the Amvets Post 
#118 on January 14.   
 
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE:  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 21:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mike Horne, Adjutant.   

Minutes continued from page 8 

 

 
The 50/50 winner was Harry Kaufman.   
53 members signed in the log book on 1/4/05.   
 

Guidelines for Submission of Articles & Photos for inclusion 
in “ Scuttlebutt”  
 
•All submissions must be received by the editor no later than the 
15th of the month for the upcoming issue. 
•The preferred format for written articles is a computer file (such as 
MS Word, or an email). Non-computer files will be considered and 
included in Scuttlebutt only if the editor is able to transcribe the 
article in a timely matter for publication. 
•The preferred format for photos is digital in a high resolution JPG 
file (other file formats will also be considered). Traditional photos 
may be submitted as well, and will be included only if the editor is 
able to scan the photo in a timely matter for publication. 
•All submissions must be the original work of the person submitting 
the piece. If the submitter is not the author of the work, the 
submitter should obtain permission from the author and submit 
that as well. No copyrighted materials can be used without 
permission from the appropriate parties.  
•The editor reserves the right to include or exclude submissions as 
necessary according to these guidelines and as space in the 
publication dictates. 
•Items may be submitted to the editor via email to 
sandi@lancasterpa.net 
 

Trivia Answers 
 
1. Buchanan 
2. Kennedy and Taft 
3. Lincoln 
4. Madison 
5. 1949, Harry Truman 
6. William Henry Harrison died there in 

1841, and Zachary Taylor died there in 
1850. 

7. John Tyler. A native of Virginia, died in 
that state on Jan. 18, 1862 as a citizen 
of the Southern Confederacy. 

8. Jimmy Carter 
9. Andrew Jackson who was wounded in 

a duel with Charles Dickenson in May 
of 1806. 

10. Buchanan 
11. Franklin D. Roosevelt was related by 

either blood or marriage to eleven 
other presidents:  John Adams, John 
Quincy Adams, Ulysses S. Grant, 
William Henry Harrison, Benjamin 
Harrison, James Madison, Theodore 
Roosevelt, William Taft, Zachary 
Taylor, Martin Van Buren, and George 
Washington. 

12. Theodore Roosevelt, who, as vice-
president, took over the office when 
McKinley was assassinated.  
Roosevelt was 42 years of age.  
Kennedy was the youngest ELECTED 
president. 

13. Richard Nixon 
14. Franklin Roosevelt in 1943 
15. Virginia with 8. 
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