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As your Acting Commandant, and now your 
Commandant until the January installation of officers, I 
have so many people to thank for their cooperation and 
assistance in keeping our Detachment on track as one of 
the Best of the Best.  There are literally too many persons 
to thank individually, however; there a number that must 
be mentioned.  Dave Brimble spent many hours bringing 
me up to speed with past history and current traditions 

trying to keep me from running amuck. Of course, I 
am indebted to our best of the best volunteers, Sandi 
Mauer. She has done a fabulous job and will continue 
to do so with such great talent.  Thank you Sandi!!!  
Ben Sides is my strength and support for holding all 
the ceremonies together, and not missing a beat.  
Bob Spano made sure that the proper reports were in 
for membership transmittals while he served as 
Paymaster, and stored detachment items for 
meetings each month.  Thank you Bob, for bringing 
them, and helping to setup each meeting. Yes, and 
there was Jim Alleva, who more then went out of his 
way to make certain that all in the transition was 
made with ease and in the best interests of the 
detachment.  He went far and beyond to be 
supportive and helpful in covering all the bases for 
running the detachment smoothly and without 
interference.  His assistance was immeasurable, and 
his interests were always that the detachment should 
not suffer as a result of his difficulties.  
 
The many committees that run from Wagon Sales 
under our capable Junior Vice Jack McLeod’s 
leadership to Jack Kelly’s detailed efforts to assure 
us of having correct minutes and proper custodial 
preservation of all our correspondence both incoming 
and outgoing.  Thanks Jack. Where would we be 
without the Auxiliary?  Those dedicated women not 
only have to put up with us, but they are invaluable in 
so many ways.  A hearty thank you ladies!  Our 
current Board members, Directors and Officers have 
performed in both a professional and outstanding 
manner; dedicated to looking after the detachment’s 
best interests.  TO THEM A HEARTY THANK YOU 
FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART.  
 

continued on page 2 
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The primary purpose of this Report is to comment on the 
conclusion of our JTH Wagon Sale Campaign and to 
acknowledge the contributions of our Membership to our 
Detachment's 2007 fundraising activities. 
 
We wrapped up the Wagon Sale Season with our second 
best sales day that took place at Wal-Mart, Eddystone and 
Gentile's, Newtown Square. 
 
By any measure, we successfully met and surpassed our 
Detachment's 2007 fundraising objectives in every 
budgeted category. There were a number of reasons for 
these results. The primary reason was the extraordinary 
creative and physical efforts of our membership in making 
each fundraising campaign a success! Specifically: 
 

• Jim Alleva, Phil Baglivo, Harry Kaufman, Dan 
Luty, Steve Neri, Bob Spano  and Bob Wells 
led over 100 Detachment and Auxiliary  
Members who took TV Bonanza tickets on 
consignment and achieved sales results that 
more than tripled our budgeted sales income; 
 

• Dave Brimble, Chris Bush, Anthony 
Delgrippo, Earle Drake, Tony Fusto, Harry 
Kaufman, Tom Kerrigan, Steve Neri and Bob 
Spano led our Birthday Ball Program Ad 
sales to a result which exceeded our planned 
objectives by 75%; 
 

• Craig Allen, Bob Balentine, George Boyajian, 
Bob Bunce, John Burfete, Chris Bush, Polly 
Bush (WA), Jim Constien,   Joe Daly, Lou 
DiSantiis, Paul Donohue, Earle Drake, Paul 
Ferguson, Tony Fusto, Spence 
Goldsborough,  Joe Hudson, Jack Kelly, Bill 
Kinney, Jr., Jerry Leon, Pat Malone, Bernie 
McGinley, Tom McGovern,  Jack Meighan 
(Chester Cty MCL), Dennis Morsa, Steve 
Neri, Bill Nolan, Pete Patrucci, Gerry Powlus, 
Stan Samsel, Bob Spano, Bob Wells and 
several members of our Young Marines 
Detachment  were participants in our JTH 
Wagon Sales which produced donations and 
ticket sales that almost doubled our 2007 
objectives. 

 
Dave Brimble and Gerry Powlus transported the Wagon to 
the home of our happy prize winners, Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Marinelli of Newtown Square. Bob Bunce, Louie DiSantis 
and Joe Hudson assisted in the presentation. 
 
I want to thank all of the above Members and friends for 
their outstanding efforts in the above campaigns! In 
addition, I owe a great deal to Jim Alleva in particular as 
well as Earle Drake, Steve Neri, and Bob Spano for their 
valuable advice, counsel and support during these events. 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
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Junior Vice Commandant 

Moving forward, there is much to be done, and you 
as members have selected a new group to lead the 
way for 2008.  The transition of new Officers will be 
smooth, as they will be continually supported by a 
returning majority of Officers that are staying on as 
dutiful Marines, dedicated to making our League 
bigger and better with each year to come. I know that 
your new Commandant has pledged to me that he 
will do everything to bring this detachment together 
once again as not only a fun place to be, but more 
importantly; it will be his effort to bring together those 
groups who in the past have not seen eye to eye.  I 
have stressed to Earle, that a difference of opinion is 
healthy, providing that the divergence of views is not 
divisive.  He is definitely in agreement with me on 
that point, and I trust that he will be a strong attribute 
to this Detachment as the new Commandant.  I wish 
him well in his endeavor to lead, and I believe he is 
committed and capable. 
 
I have only one regret, and that is: our membership 
did not maintain 100% this year under my office as 
Senior Vice.  I will not step away from the numbers 
with excuses, as Marines, we never back away from 
our responsibilities.  We are, however; not severely 
damaged, as our numbers are still in the high 
ninetieth percentile. There will be no better Marine to 
step into my previous office as Senior Vice then Jim 
Robinson, a friend of mine for life, and a wonderfully 
capable man.  The detachment is so lucky to have 
him on the Board.   
 
In closing, I extend my thanks to everyone for helping 
to make this another great year for the Smedley D. 
Butler Detachment.  While there is no better group of 
men, I feel confident that the detachment is in good 
hands and the situation is also well at hand.  Marines 
and Associates, you have definitely landed, and the 
situation will be well at hand.  Thank you all for 
allowing me the honor of serving you, even if it was 
only for a short while. I will always be committed to 
helping this detachment in any way I can. 
 
 
 
 
 
Semper Fi and God Bless you all, 
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Commandant 
Smedley D. Butler Det. 741 
 

continued from page 1 
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General & Healthcare Benefits 
VA Hotline     800-827-1000 
Veterans’ Healthcare  800-222-8387 
Education   888-442-4511 
Grave Markers   800-697-6947 
Life Insurance   800-669-8477 
Website   www.va.gov 

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Officers 
 
Commandant   Jerry Leon 
Sr. Vice Commandant  Jerry Leon 
Jr. Vice Commandant              Jack McLeod 
Adjutant   Jack Kelly 
Paymaster   Bob Spano  
Judge Advocate   Dan Luty 
Sergeant-At-Arms  James D. Ross  
Chaplain   Christopher Bush 
Service Officer               Connie McGinley 
Director    Paul Donohue 
Director     Dave Brimble 
Director    Stan Short 
Jr. Past Commandant  Tom Tanner 
Jr. Past State Commandant Tom Tanner 

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Committee 
Chairmen 
 
Adopt-A-Highway: Dave Brimble 
Americanism: Bob Matthews, Jack McLeod 
Auxiliary Liaison: Tony Fusto 
Awards: Jim Alleva 
Ceremonies & Honor Guard: Ben Sides 
Ceremonies Assistant: John J. V. Cook 
Color Guard: Jim Alleva 
Flag Collection - Barry Reese 
Historian: Ben Sides 
Home Association & Meetings: Tom Kerrigan 
Supply-Uniform: Paul Ferguson 
Membership: Jerry Leon 
Newsletter (Scuttlebutt): Sandi Mauer 
Newtown Twp Vets Park: Stan Short 
Property: Dave Brimble 
Scholarships: Wayne Williams 
Scouting: John Gingras 
Toys-For-Tots: Dan Luty 
VAVS: Robert Matthews 
Young Marines Chairman: Bob Stanton 
 

The Young Marines have been 
very busy helping Ms. Porter 
and the Marines with the 
annual Toys For Tots drive. 
We also helped out at the 
annual Christmas Party at the 
Folsom VFW, helping welcome 
Santa Claus to the area. 

  
Happy Holidays to everyone from the Young Marines 
and as always, thank you very much for your support! 
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Delaware County Young Marines 
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07 General Meeting/Installation of officers – 1900 
- KOC 

14 Bingo Night – VAMC Coatesville 
27 Chester County is hosting the SE.District 

Meeting -- 1300 
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OTHER VETERANS’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’  

MEETING SCHEDULES 

 
Regular Events 
AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post #118, 211 N. Morton 
Ave., Morton, PA 19070. Meetings the first Wednesday 
of every month at 2000. 
 
American Legion: Broomall Post #805,  
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA. Meetings the 
second Wednesday of every month, at 1930. 
 
American Legion Nunan-SlookPost #338, Meets the 
second Tuesday at 7:30 PM of every month at the 
corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenue’s, Havertown, 
PA. 
 
Upper Darby Detachment #884 MCL, 3

rd
 Tuesday of 

the month at 2000, 1026 Providence Rd. Secane, Pa. 
19018 
 
Disabled American Veterans, Delaware County 
Chapter 113, meets the second Monday of the month 
at 7:30PM.  Meetings are held at the Nunan-Slook 
American Legion Post #338. The Post is located at the 
corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenues in Havertown, 
PA. 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 67, AmVets, 
Harold P. Saks Post #118, 211 N. Morton Ave. in 
Morton, PA meeting is 2nd Tuesday at 7:30 PM - no 
meetings July or August. 
 
Delaware County Detachment, Third Sunday of the 
month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, $5.00/person. Delaware 
County Detachment at detachment home, Upland, PA. 
Every Month except: June-July-August. 
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M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound #19, 
Pack of Penna., Growls (meetings) are the 
second Wednesday of the month at 1930. Growls 
are held at the Herbert W. Best Post # 928, VFW. 
Located at MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue, 
Folsom, PA. 
 
Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post 
#7390, Meetings the second Thursday of the 
month at 1930. Meetings are held at the Marple 
Twp. Municipal Building., Sproul & Springfield 
Roads, Broomall, PA. 
 
Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council 
#4129, 327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown 
Square, PA. Meetings the first Thursday of the 
month at 2000. 
 

 
 
John J. V. Cook (on left) and Connie McGinley (on 
right), both Korean War veterans who have set up a 
display in the Springfield Library for the month of 
December.   

Bob Spano, photographer 
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Ceremonies Chairman’s Report 
 
I would like to take this time to thank all the members 
who have so diligently supported our Ceremonies 
Activities this year!   
 
Our Honor Guard  has already performed 281 Funerals 
as of Mid December.  You guys show up day after day, 
regardless of the weather…and we have had some 
extremely cold and rainy days, both recently, and also in 
the earlier part of this year. Remember January 26th, 
2007:  Weather conditions were hard...15 degrees, with 
wind chills at 2 degrees below zero.  We had 17 Alliance 
members attending…and there were four funeral 
ceremonies performed that day.  Now, that’s outstanding 
support, no matter how you look at it!   
 
I also want to thank those of you who have volunteered, 
or were volunteered and accepted readily, to perform 
Color Guard  duties whenever the occasion came up.  
Color Guard members have performed at Parades, 
Naturalization Ceremonies, School Functions, Memorial 
Services, The PA Sports Hall of Fame, The Colors 
Retirement Ceremony, Marine Sunday; the list goes on & 
on.  Thank you Honor Guard & Color Guard Members for 
an outstanding year of participation!    
 
Semper Fi. 
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 Ceremonies Chairman 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The American Legion Nunan-Slook Post #338 in Havertown which is home to both the American Legion & the Disabled American 
Veterans Delaware County Chapter #113 held their Christmas party on December 11th.  Pictured are from left to right: Sgt. Dave 
Nilson from the Folsom Reserve Center, Dan Luty - Toys For Tots Chairman, Steve Neri - Commander of the American Legion 
Post, and GySgt. Tonia Ayers - SNCO for Toys For Tots from the Folsom Reserve Center. The check was a donation from the 
detachment to support the USMCR to purchase toys for the children.  Most of the officers in both of the veteran organizations are 
also members of the Marine Corps League and in the spirit of brotherhood the veterans come together for this very worthy cause. 

Toys for Tots 
 
We are just about finished picking up all of the 
toys.  We are up to 82 locations that we distribute 
Toys for Tots bins and pick up toys from and it is 
certainly a job that requires plenty of help.   
 
I would like to thank Bob Spano, Earl Drake, Bill 
Kinney, Steve Neri, Bob Cosgrove, Paul Drinkard 
and Bob Stanton and the Young Marines for all of 
your help. I apologize if I missed anyone.  
 
The $1000 dollars that our Detachment so 
generously donated has been presented to the 
Folsom Marines.  Next month I will report the total 
amount of toys collected by our Detachment. 
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Collection of toys today from Aqua PA in Bryn 
Mawr - from left to right: Bob Spano, Heather 
Harrisson, Nick Repino, Cpl. Leaphy Khim, & Dan 
Luty. 

 


