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Commandant’s Report
January 2007

It was nice to see everyone at the Christmas party. As
far as | could tell all had a great time. The food was
great and so was the toy collection; which by the way |
understand from Dan Luty, the Toys —for —Tots
coordinator, we collected around 15,000 toys, and
around $1,800.00 in monetary donations.

The Honor Guard is still keeping busy, coming ever so
close to the 300 mark. We all agree that the 266
funerals we did last year (which was the most done so
far) was a figure we never expected to pass. Rain,
heat, snow, cold, and wind do not keep the honor
guard away. Between the AL #805, the VFW# 7390
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and our Detachment, it has been a very busy year.
George VanDusen with the help of John Cook and Ben
Sides made sure on the Detachment's end that we
were always prepared. A special thanks to those who
came out, too many to mention, but very much
appreciated.

The Coatesville VAMC with the assistance from our
VAVS Chairman, Bob Matthews, not only helped with
the monthly Bingo night but the medical center was
treated to a Christmas party with presents.

It was great to see all of our WWII members stand uP
at the General meeting, joining in on the 65"
anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor. These
guys are truly the Greatest Generation.

We also held our elections at the General Meeting and
| would like to thank the membership for allowing me to
serve them for one more year. Also | welcome Jerry
Leon, our new Sr. Vice, Jack McLeod our new Jr. Vice,
Bob Spano our new Paymaster, Dan Luty our new
Judge Advocate along with last year’s officers, Jack
Kelly our Adjutant, Chris Bush our Chaplain, Connie
McGinley our Service Officer, Jim Ross our Sgt.-At-
Arms. Also our new Directors are Dave Brimble and
Stan Short joining Paul Donohue from last year. By the
time you receive this, the Al Post #805 will have had its
Christmas party.

| hope all join us for the January General Meeting for
the swearing in of the new staff. We did much last year,
and | know we all look forward to keeping this great
Detachment up front where we belong.

REMEMBER THE JANUARY MEETING WILL BE
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 3°° AT 1930

God Bless & Semper Fi,



The curtain on 2006 is readily coming to a close.
It's been a fulfilling year for me as your Junior
Vice, and it's been enriching and rewarding to
see all the support from a great group of Marine
Corps Leaguers. | could easily pick five or six
candidates from our Wagon Dragon group that
would certainly be in contention for Marine of the
Year.

The 2006 year for fundraising was a great
success, due to the efforts of a dedicated group
who sacrificed many Saturdays to insure that we
collect enough funds to do our work that not only
supports our Marine brothers, but assists all
service veterans alike. The Wagon Dragons, as |
have named them, did a tremendous job in
surpassing past fund raising efforts. That does
not mean that we don't respect the efforts of
those who have gone before us, because we do
respect all the efforts of past members who have
done the hard job of procuring charitable funds to
be distributed. What it does demonstrate, is that
we are able to do more good as a result of a
more successful fundraising effort. Their
dedication benefits all of the charities we support.

A huge round of applause needs to be given to
the two Wagon Dragonmasters, Joe Hudson and
Jack McLeod for their efforts to put the
contributions over the top. They worked so hard
and delivered like Marines have done since 1776.
Remember, “The Marines have landed, and the
situation is well at hand.” Thank you Joe and
Jack, and I'm really happy that Jack McLeod has
been elected to Junior Vice for 2007. Everyone
should be very pleased that we have such a
competent guy driving that office.

Once again, it was a pleasure working with such
a dedicated team who truly cared about what was
being accomplished. That's what our League is
all about, doing what we can for our brothers in
arms and veterans alike. Having camaraderie
while doing a great job in giving back to our
community is where our focus as a detachment
should be at all times. Enjoying what we are
doing while doing it, is important to the
detachment, and always remembering that we
are not in a dress rehearsal. Just the fact that we
have survived, should be enough motivation to
work together in harmony while we have the
opportunity to enjoy each other.

Respectfully submitted,

Jr. Vice Commandant.

As this will be my last report as Sr. Vice | would
like to thank all of you for your support this
year. | had a lot of help in many areas of my
duties from a lot of people and I could not have
made it through the year without the support. It
has been a pleasure and an honor and | look
forward to serving as the Judge Advocate in
the upcoming year.

Happy Holidays to you all!!

N




Commandant’s Message
January 2007

As we put another year in the books and look forward to a
new one, | will try as | did last year to give this detachment
100% of myself. | was happy with the progress we made.

- The wagon sales turned out good as usual. Jerry
Leon with the help of wagon Masters Joe Hudson
and Jack McLeod did a wonderful job along with
the usual cast of members who came out.

We can continue to do the things we are proud of;
giving to charities, the Young Marines, Ladies
Aux., Scholarships, our community, Veterans
Hospitals, Schools etc.

We were very successful in keeping our spending
down, keeping most of the time within the budget,
asking for increases for donations, and general
fund.

We completed a lot of necessary things like
getting both trailers repaired, painted.

We saved on postage and the overall cost of the
newsletter by starting an e-mail program. As of
today we have around fifty members signed up for
this, thus allowing us to save about two and a half
months of postage.

This staff has always done things keeping our
spending in mind; trying to make sure our money
went to the places that were needed. We always
remember what our purpose was and is.

Our Social events went well last year, as did our
ad book.

We were honored having some new faces join us.
Some jumped right in and joined us in what we do.
The work of our associate members is second to
none with some of them heading our committees
and doing a wonderful job. Again as | mentioned
in my report, and | cannot say enough about the
time and effort put in by our detachment in doing
the funeral honors throughout the county. | don't
believe there is a detachment around that has
done almost 300 funerals in a year.

We were honored by National, receiving the Gil
Gray Award (Best of the Best) for our
Americanism and by the Department of
Pennsylvania, receiving first place in Category Il
Americanism. This is something to be very proud
of. We did this as a team; it's the only way.

I must also say that even though | have been in the Marine
Corps League for almost 13 years, | have learned a lot.
Never have | been so busy, but | did make mistakes. Even
though | am very proud of what we accomplished this year,
even though in my heart | knew | was right, | did it wrong. |
will address this further at the meeting. | have learned by
this and it will only make me a better commandant. It's
what you deserve. It's what is expected. The hardest part
of my job was the loss of some great members this year.
As the past commandants know it is unpleasant to bury
one of our own. | have found this also to be true. As a
Detachment | would like to say goodbye to the following
members: Joseph Dodds, Sgt. James Fordyce, Alfred
Bruce Jr., William Lessig Sr, and Anthony Medaglia
Semper FI, Gone but not forgotten!

God Bless & Semper Fi,

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment Officers

Commandant: Jim Alleva

Sr. Vice Commandant: Dan Luty

Jr. Vice Commandant: Jeremy Leon
Adjutant; Jack Kelly

Paymaster: Ben Sides

Judge Advocate: Rick Van Luvender
Chaplain: Christopher D. Bush
Sergeant At Arms: James D. Ross
Service Officer: Connie McGinley
Director: Paul Donohue

Director: Earle Drake

Director: Bernard McGinley

Jr. Past Commandant: Bob Spano

General Smedley D. Butler Detachment
Committee Chairmen

Adopt-A-Highway: Dave Brimble
Americanism: William Lessig
Auxiliary Liaison: Anthony Fusto
Awards: Bob Spano

Ceremonies: George Van Dusen
Ceremonies Assistant: Ben Sides
Color Guard: Jim Alleva

Flag Collection - Barry Reese
Historian: Ben Sides

Honor Guard: John J. V. Cook

Home Association & Meetings: Tom Kerrigan
Legislative: Bernie McGinley

Locker Box: Tom Lynch
Marksmanship: Earle Drake
Membership- Bob Spano

Newsletter (Scuttlebutt): Sandi Mauer
Property: Dave Brimble

Scholarships: Wayne Williams
Scouting: John Gingras
Toys-For-Tots: Dan Luty

Uniforms: Bernie McGinley

VAVS: Robert Matthews

Young Marines Chairman: Bob Stanton

General & Healthcare Benefits

VA Hotline 800-827-1000
Veterans’ Healthcare 800-222-8387
Education 888-442-4511
Grave Markers 800-697-6947
Life Insurance 800-669-8477
Website WWW.va.gov




It Happened This Month
In Marine Corps History

06" - 1859-BGEN. ARCHIBALD HENDERSON
DIED IN OFFICE AFTER SERVING 39 YRS AS
THE 5™ COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE
CORPS

13™-1943-THE 2"° MARINE DIV. LAUNCHED A
WESTWARD COASTAL ATTACK AT
GUADALCANAL

15™-1943-CAPT. JOE FOSS BAGGED THREE
JAPANESE PLANES FOR A RECORD TOTAL OF
26 KILLS, MAKING HIM AN ACE 5 TIMES OVER

22"°-1969-OPERATION DEWEY CANYON
BEGAN, VIETNAM, 1617 ENEMY KIA

25™-1856-MARINES LANDED TO PROTECT
SEATTLE FROM INDIAN RAIDS

Veterans, Please Note:

If you are receiving medication from the VA and
paying the $8.00 co-pay, you can now get local
Wal-Mart and Target to fill your scripts at the
$4.00 co-pay.

The following must be met: the medical must
meet state requirements for  writing
prescriptions. That when a new one is written
the VA inside script must be cancelled. The
scripts may also be telephoned in.

Questions???
Call Jim Alleva
Veterans Service Officer
VFEW Post #7390
CER. NO. 05-014
H. 610-789-3755

Toys for Tots
Chairman Report

By the time you receive

this all of the barrels and

boxes will have been picked

up and delivered to our

Folsom Marines. This was a very busy season
considering the amount of locations we distribute
barrels to increase from 30 to 60. Bob Spano is to
be commended for his efforts, without him | don’t
think the job could have been completed. Bob
Spano, Steve Neri and | along with Sgt. Nilson from
the Folsom Reserve Center went to PMI Corp. in
Newtown Square on the 14™ and we were received
with a standing ovation. The employees at PMI
had collected over 150 toys. Finally, | would like to
thank all who brought a toy to our Christmas Party,
it was a very generous offering of toys.

Taken at the Edgemont Country Club at the Newtown
Township Professional Business Association luncheon for
Toys For Tots toy collection: (I to r) Bob Spano, Steve Neri,
Sgt. Auguste Cherfils (Folsom Reserve Ctr), and Steve Quinn
(U.D. Detachment).

Wayne Barner USMC
546 Kennerly Rd.
Springfield, PA 19064 Dual Member
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01 Happy New Year
03 General Meeting-Knights-1930-Installation-
Awards
05-07 MCL-Dept Of PA Winter Conference-
Grantville, Pa
06 Eagle Scout Award-1930-Woodlyn Troop# 43

Milmont Pa.

08 Coatesville VANC Bingo Party-1830-Meet At
Knights

13 Budget Review-AL Post #805-1330

20 Property Inventory-Time To Be Announced

30 Staff Meeting-1930-Al Post # 805

|
- - . & /& - 0

OTHER VETERANS’ & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS’
MEETING SCHEDULES

Regular Events

AmVets: Harold P. Saks Post # 118, 211 N. Morton
Ave., Morton, PA 19070. Meetings the first Wednesday
of every month at 2000.

American Legion: Broomall Post # 805,
2340 West Chester Pike, Broomall, PA. Meetings the
second Wednesday of every month, at 1930.

American Legion Nunan-SlookPost # 338, Meets
the second Tuesday at 7:30 PM of every month at the
corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenue’s, Havertown,
PA.

Disabled American Veterans, Delaware County
Chapter 113, meets the second Monday of the month
at 8 PM. Meetings are held at the Nunan-Slook
American Legion Post # 338. The Post is located at
the corner of Ralston & Graslynn Avenues in
Havertown, PA.

Vietham Veterans of America, Chapter 67, 2nd
Thursday every month-1930-Catholic War Veterans
Post 731, 920 West Chester Pike, Havertown, PA.

Delaware County Detachment, Third Sunday of the
month: Breakfast: 0800-1130, $5.00/person. Delaware
County Detachment at detachment home, Upland, PA.
Every Month except: June-July-August.

M.O.D.D. “Devil Dogs” Triboro Pound # 19, Pack of
Penna., Growls (meetings) are the second
Wednesday of the month at 1930. Growls are held at
the Herbert W. Best Post # 928, VFW. Located at
MacDade Blvd & Kendron Avenue, Folsom, PA.

- - %$1( 1$20 3 $241$05

Upper Darby Detachment #884 MCL, 3"
Tuesday of the month at 2000, 1026 Providence
Rd. Secane, Pa. 19018

Veterans of Foreign Wars: Broomall Post #
7390, Meetings the second Thursday of the
month at 1930. Meetings are held at the Marple
Twp. Municipal Building., Sproul & Springfield
Roads, Broomall, PA.

Knights Of Columbus: Mater Dei Council #
4129, 327 N. Newtown Street Rd., Newtown
Square, PA. Meetings the first Thursday of the
month at 2000.

****REM I NDER****

JANUARY MEETING WILL
BE WEDNESDAY
January 3°° @ 1930

Please Attend!

AWARDS CEREMONY
&
INSTALLATION OF
OFFICERS

RED BLAZERS WILL BE
WORN AT THE JANUARY
MEETING



“YE OLE HOUSFE”

One of the oldest drinking establishments in
Newtown Square was the Square Tavern located on
the corner of Goshen and North Newtown Street
Roads (Route 252) east of where our Detachment
has our meetings. It got its name because it stands
at what was the Center or Square of the town in
1742. The town had barely a few hundred residents
and it was one of the first commercial buildings in a
farming community.

Its days as a tavern ended in the early 1800’s, as the
development of the town and area increased.

Several events marked the history of that Georgian
brick roadhouse. It is reported that the notorious
Delaware County Bandit James Fitzpatrick, a.k.a.
Sandy Flash, left his mark by robbing the Tavern in
the Spring of 1778.

It is also reported to have been a station on the
Underground Railroad. Supposedly, a tunnel ran
from a secret room in the basement to a barn in the
rear of the building. According to the county Historic
Resources Survey, there were many such tunnels in
Newtown Square. Several tunnels may still exist
under the property across Goshen Road from the
Square Tavern.

The building was a private residence in the early
1900’s. In 1942, the Square Tavern and its 62 acres
became part of the adjacent Charles E. Ellis home for
“fatherless white girls”, according to the county
survey.

The ARCO Chemical Co. bought the Ellis School
property and made it its Corporate Headquarters and
the Square Tavern was then restored.

Based on Newtown Square Historical Records
John J.V. Cook

MCL License Plates:

One must remember that the plates are not pre
made and available on the shelf at Penn DOT, as
they were before the new plate system was
initiated. The plates are now made as needed, by
the Dept of Corrections, then sent to Penn DOT
for process and issuance to the applicant. The
only way to get them faster is if you KNOW
someone on the inside, in the plate-making block.
So please be patient.

Historian

Ben Sides will be taking over the
duties as Historian. If he does as
well as he did as paymaster, we
will be in great hands.

John Cook retired after many
years of doing this. John has
done a wonderful job and | know
all appreciate his hard effort over
the years. Thank You John!

VISIT THE NEW
DEPARTMENT OF PA WEB SITE:
www.pamcleague.org

It’s brand new. Check it out!!

Veterans and Youth Program tickets from
department are here...
PLEASE see The Jr. Vice for tickets.




Help support our
newsletter and

%\\
SN2 become a
\\\\\\\\@ member of the
\ \\\\\ Booster Club!

Any monetary contribution helps offset the cost of
publication and mailing.

We wish to thank our current boosters. With their
assistance, we are able to continue our award-
winning newsletter!

x4+ 7 7 - -

Joe DiReso - American Legion Post 805 - Jim &
Elena Alleva - Bob & Florence Spano - Ben Sides -
and also, a very generous donation from someone
who wishes to remain anonymous.

Thank you boosters!

Paymaster

If you are interested in being a “Scuttlebutt”
Booster, please see Ben Sides.

%

.|
Sick CALL

Ed Bailey, Jr.,
Edgar Speer

These men are having health problems and
would appreciate a phone call or card.

Please remember to notify Chaplain Chris Bush
(610.353.5569) of an illness, or of a member or family
member passing away.

Please  contact the Detachment
Chaplain, Chris Bush, with the names of
all active duty and reserve service men,
service women and their families from
anywhere in our area.

Birthday Greetings
for January

The Detachment staff sends best wishes to the
following members who are celebrating a
birthday this month:

David Brimble
George Curran
Paul Drinkard
Anthony Fusto
Mark Hines
Richard Hudak
John Houldin
Vincent Mangelli
Frank McGovern
Edward Moore
Barry Reese
Nicholas Repino
Gerald Santoleri
Stanley Short
Walter Tallmadge
Norman Weiner
Michael West, Sr.

Happy Birthday...and many, many more!




General Smedley D. Butler Detachment #741
Marine Corps League
General Meeting Minutes
4 December 2006

Commandant: Jim Alleva called the meeting to order
at 1840. The normal opening ceremonies were
conducted.  All officers were present, with the
exception of the Judge Advocate, Sergeant-at-Arms,
Director Donohue, and Director Drake. Bernie
McGinley served as the Sergeant-at-Arms for the
meeting.

Minutes: Stan Short made a motion to accept the
minutes of the 6 November 2006 meeting as
presented in the Scuttlebutt. Joe Hudson seconded
the motion, and the motion passed.

Officer Reports:
Paymaster: Ben Sides presented the Paymaster’s

report. He commented on the postage savings this
year by sending the newsletter via e-mail to those
members with an e-mail address. He also indicated
that the detachment gained eight Life members
through the year. Tom Tanner made a motion to
accept the Paymaster’s report. Stan Short seconded
the motion and the motion passed. Jim Alleva
expressed his appreciation to Ben Sides for his
accomplishments this year as Paymaster.

Jr. Vice: Jerry Leon reported on the junior troop
handler wagon sales activity for the year, indicating
that the detachment had surpassed all previous efforts
for the year. He recognized the individuals who had
participated in the wagon sales during the year. He
also mentioned that some funds still need to be
collected from some advertisers in the birthday ball
program book.

Adjutant: Jack Kelly read some incoming
correspondence, including acknowledgements from
several donations that were made by the detachment.
He also read a letter that Earle Drake had sent to
Governor Edward Rendell, thanking him for the
proclamation in recognition of the Marine Corps’ 231%
anniversary.

Tom Kerrigan made a motion to donate $100.00 to the
Colonel Waterhouse Historical Museum, and the
motion was seconded by Steve Neri. The motion
carried.

Chaplain: Chris Bush mentioned that Nick Repino was
in attendance, after missing several meetings due to a
knee replacement. Chris Bush also indicated several
others with health issues. He also requested that
members contact him if they become aware of needs
among the membership.

Past Department Commandant: Tom Tanner

mentioned the upcoming Department meeting in
January (1/6 and 1/7, 2007). He also commented on
his trip to the new Marine Corps Museum in Virginia,
and the activity at the national Marine Corps birthday
ball held in November.

Committee Reports:

Americanism/V.A.V.S.: Bob Matthews reported that no
schools are scheduled at this time. He indicated that
he had turned over to Bob Spano Americanism
material received from Mrs. Bill Lessig, after her
husband’'s recent passing. Bob Matthews also
commented on upcoming activity scheduled for 7 and
9 December at Coatesville.

Auxiliary Liaison: Tony Fusto reported that if a
member has a Giant Supermarket card, submit the
card number to the Auxiliary and extra credit can be
obtained on purchases at the Giant stores.

Awards: Bob Spano reminded officers and committee
heads to submit by the end of this week a list of those
members deserving recognition for the year. The
awards meeting will be in January, 2007.

Ceremonies: George VanDusen was not present, but
it was indicated that the Honor Guard had conducted
an estimated 280 funerals so far this year. Dennis
Morsa indicated that the press will be contacted if that
figure reaches 300 by year-end.

Historian: John Cook indicated there will be a display
in the Springfield public library in February 2007
recognizing lwo Jima veterans.

Locker Box: Tom Lynch indicated that locker box
inventory is down somewhat at the present time, but
that he will be ordering some items shortly. If any
members know of items that they need and if specific
sizes are needed, those members should contact Tom
Lynch.

Newtown Veterans Park: Both Stan Short and Steve
Neri provided some information on activity planned for
the Newtown Veterans Park. Recognition includes
statuettes for each branch of the service, as well as a
challenge coin fundraiser and engraved bricks
available for purchase in a walkway.

Toys for Tots: Dan Luty indicated that a check had
been given to the Young Marines for their Toys for
Tots activity. He also expressed his appreciation to
Bob Spano for getting most of the barrels distributed.

He also thanked Dennis Morsa for the American
Legion’s donation of $100.00 to Toys for Tots.

continued on page 9



Minutes continued from page 8

Unfinished Business: No items of unfinished business
were raised.

New Business: Phil Baglivo presented a check for
$100.00 as a donation from the Lower Merion Police
Department, for the Toys for Tots program. Jim Alleva
reviewed the upcoming activity for the month of
January. He reminded everyone that the January
meeting will be held on Wednesday, 3 January 2007.

Jim Alleva indicated that the detachment should be
donating some funds. Three motions were made by
Steve Neri and seconded to donate $100.00 each to
the following groups: 3°¢ Battalion, 14" Marines, the
111" Fighter Wing at Willow Grove Air Station, and at
Walter Reed Hospital, for wounded and returning vets.
All three motions passed. Dave Brimble made a
motion to extend the Needy Family Fund by $500.00.
The motion was seconded by Phil Baglivo, and the
motion passed. Stan Short made a motion to donate
$100.00 to the Marple Newtown Caring Coalition, and
Steve Neri seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Dan Luty made a motion to donate $100.00 to the Col.
Richard A Christie Memorial Scholarship fund. Phil
Baglivo seconded the motion, and the motion passed.
It was mentioned that there is going to be a special
plaque for Marple Township, and an estimated cost is
$120.00 to be split between the detachment, the
American Legion, and VFW. Walt Tallmadge made a
motion to spend $40.00 for the detachment's share.
Jerry Leon seconded the motion, and the motion
passed.

Good of the League: John Cook read a statement
concerning his feelings on the current direction of the
detachment. Dan Luty mentioned that Bob Stanton
had recently been awarded the Daddy Wags award.

Marine of the Year Vote: Bob Spano provided
information on the Marine of the Year award. Three
individuals were nominated: Bob Bunce, Chris Bush,
and Ben Sides. A secret ballot was completed, and
the Marine of the Year will be announced at the
January general meeting.

Election of Officers: Jr. Past Commandant Bob Spano
conducted the election of officers for 2007. Final
nominations were as follows: Commandant, Jim
Alleva; Sr. Vice, Jerry Leon (Earle Drake declined); Jr.
Vice, Jack McLeod; Paymaster, Bob Spano; Adjutant,
Jack Kelly; Judge Advocate, Wes Tomlinson and Dan

Luty; Chaplain, Chris Bush; Sergeant-at-Arms, Jim
Ross; Service Officer, Connie McGinley; and Directors,
Dave Brimble, Paul Donohue, Stan Short, and Frank
Grieser. In those positions with only one candidate,
the individuals nominated were elected. Voting was
necessary for the Judge Advocate and for three
Directors. Ballots were cast for Judge Advocate, and
the person elected was Dan Luty. Ballots were cast
for three directors, and the three elected were Dave

Brimble, Paul Donohue, and Stan Short.

Young Marines: Jim Alleva presented a check for
$500.00 to Tim Dunton of the Young Marines. This
represents the balance of the $1000.00 that had been

budgeted for the Young Marines this year.

George Boyajian made a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Phil Baglivo seconded the motion, and the
motion passed. Closing ceremonies were conducted,

and the meeting was adjourned at 2015.
Guy Orlando won the 50/50.
Respectfully submitted,

Jack Kelly, Adjutant

Guidelines for Submission of Articles & Photos for inclusion
in “Scuttlebutt”

«All submissions must be received by the editor no later than the
15" of the month for the upcoming issue.

*The preferred format for written articles is a computer file (such as
MS Word, or an email). Non-computer files will be considered and
included in Scuttlebutt only if the editor is able to transcribe the
article in a timely matter for publication.

*The preferred format for photos is digital in a high resolution JPG
file (other file formats will also be considered). Traditional photos
may be submitted as well, and will be included only if the editor is
able to scan the photo in a timely matter for publication.

«All submissions must be the original work of the person submitting
the piece. If the submitter is not the author of the work, the
submitter should obtain permission from the author and submit
that as well. No copyrighted materials can be used without
permission from the appropriate parties.

*The editor reserves the right to include or exclude submissions as
necessary according to these guidelines and as space in the
publication dictates.

sltems may be submitted to the editor via email to
sandi@lancasterpa.net
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